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Top three resign
from NT Nationals

( ) By FRANKALCORTA Were in disarray. He despite Mr Tuxworth’s
- said the resignations denials, were a creation
The NT Nat- were dictated by the of Joh Bjelke-Petersen

. . constitution and have been more
lonals are in Itis part of the pro. closely associated with
turmoil. cess. that's all. It has the disgraced Queens.
This follows the MOthing to do with a land Nationals than any

o ris h will soon other party in Austral.

simultaneous resig-
nation of the party
president, Mr Jim
Petrich, the secre.
tary, Mrs Joan
Small, and the
treasurer, Mrs Mar.
garet Eedle, last
weekend.

The Opposi
Leader, Mr Smit
today
were suffering orga:
ational disarray

The party had gone so
far up a blind allev it
had little chance of re.
gaining credibility in
time for the next NT|
election.

Mr Petrich made an
impassioned plea this |
morning for unity
among the conservative
forces in the NT.

"If the conservatives |
want to win the next
election there will have
) to be a close alliance |
4 between the CLP and |
NT Nationals or a new |
party with a djfferen!‘
name,’ he said. |

‘No crisis’

“I'll be working
towards that in the fu.
ture.”

& Mr Petrich, who
founded the party in
1988, confirmed he
would resign as from
April 28 but denied the
party was in crisis or
faced any difficulties.
“I am stepping down
as president because
the constitution, which I ’
wrote, says party pre- |
sidents cannot continue |
after three consecutive '
terms,”” Mr Petrich
said |

sident ia,’" Mr Stone said.

i This morning the
Chief Minister, Mr Per-
ron, poured cold water
On any peace initiatives
between himself and Mr
Tuxworth.

“I haven't got any
plans at this moment to
hold conversations with
Mr Tuxworth,” ‘Mr Per.
ron said.

He said Mr Tuxworth
had given CLP candj.
dates little support dur-
ing the federal election.
Mr Tuxworth denied he
had been unhelpful.

But he admitted the f
constitution came into |
effect only in 1988 which |
would allow him an. |
other term and his sud. |
den resignation in an |
election year might be |
seen as creating prob-
lems for the party.

The party’s parlia- |
mentary leader, Mr
Tuxworth, also strongly
denied the NT Nationals
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