back an apology

SURVIVORS: Shane Stone and Galarrwuy Yunupingu in 1998. Their friendship endured

Stone joins Tuxworth on indigenous issue

By NICK CALACOURAS

FORMER Chief Minister and Liberal
Party president Shane Stone
yesterday backed a Labor Federal Gov-
ernment plan to apologise to the
stolen generation.

He is the second former CLP Chief
Minister to come out in favour of the Labor
proposal after Tan Tuxworth also backed
the plan on the weekend.

Territory Opposition Leader Terry Mills
also supported the apology, but said it
would be useless without “determined
action by governments”.

Mr Stone admitted he had tested the
veracity of every land claim.

“l am not big on being welcomed to
someone’s country or parliaments being

opened by a smoking ceremony or dancing
blackfellas,” he said.

Mr Stone said he had been outspoken on
indigenous affairs “on occasion” — such as
calling then Northern Land Council chair-
man Galarrwuy Yunupingu ‘‘just another
whingeing, whining, carping black”.

“There is little doubt that I have been
in the front row of race relations in
this country. No regrets, except I was
too harsh on Gallarrwuy and I am grateful
our friendship survived our constant ver-
bal brawls.”

Mr Stone has since gone into business
with Mr Yunupingu.

He said Australians were wasting too
much energy on deciding whether to
apologise — which was distracting from
finding real solutions.

“Successive governments at all levels

and political colour have had varying
success in meeting these challenges,” he
said. “Generations of the indigenous lead-
ership have failed their own people as
much as governments.”

Mr Stone offered his own apology to
the stolen generation as a model for the
federal government.

“I am sorry for what has happened in the
past to our indigenous people and for what
continues to this day. I hope that we will all
accept responsibility for our own actions
and failings and as one people work
together to make this country a better place
for all Australians.”

“I think you can say from hindsight that
there were parts of it we got badly wrong
and we did a log of damage to lives and
families,” Mr Tuxworth said.
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No regrets in success story

Aborigines

march on

Canberra By MATT CUNNINGHAM
ABORIGINES from A MEMBER of the stolen generat-
Central Australia will ion — and one of the Territory’s
make the trip to leading businessmen — says he
Canberra to “stand up” would. probably be in jail if he
for their rights. hadr_l’t been taken away from his

The Convergence on family 60 years ago.

Canberra includes a Syd Rusca, 65, was taken to the
February 12 march on Croker Island Mission when he
Parliament House. was four years old.

It calls for an While he believes the Govern-
immediate review of the | ment owes the stolen generation
NT intervention. an apology, Mr Rusca (pictured)
Festoratigicalthe Daciol said he had benefited from the
Deraton ot controversial former policy.
and implementation “Me, myself, I was happy I was
of the UN Declaration taken away because I would be
on the Rights of killing people now,” he said.
Indigenous Peoples. “I would be in jail for sure.

«“Wehaveto roll Back “I got educated, I got taught to
the intervention and respect other people.
reihstite e Avt “You got taught to go to work ...

2= and look at my people, they never
gomieggggvrsg:ﬁl o got out of what I call the pigsty.”

Mr Rusca
now runs a
successful
earthmoving
business, S &
J Earthmov-
ing, that op-
erates across
both the NT

: 4 and Queens-
land. He said there were two keys
to success for any young person
— hard work and education.

“Education is the passport to
success,” he said.

Mr Rusca said he had taught
his children the same strong
work ethic that had paid divi-
dends for -him.

“To be successful you have got
to get out and work,” he said.

“All T had was a pocketknife
and a bag of marbles — and I
thought ‘I want more for my kids
than this’.”

Mr Rusca, who was born to a
white father and Aboriginal
mother in Borroloola, said the
Australian public had nothing to
be sorry for.

But he believed the stolen gen-
eration deserved an apology from
the government.

“I suppose they have to be
sorry for taking you away,”
he said.

“If I walked into your house
and said ‘T’'m going to take your
kids, boss’, I bet you would kick
up a fuss.

“But in those days an Aborig-
ine had no rights whatsover.”

But he said he was not con-
cerned about compensation.

“It doesn’t worry me one bit —
it’s entirely up to the govern-
ment,” he said.

Editorial: Page 12

" 4 — Northern Territory News, Tuesday, February 5, 2008 -www.ninews.com.au

shouldn’t be

that hard

PROMINENT Liberal and former NT CLP Chief
Minister Shane Stone has been a controversial figure
in the national race relations debate for more thana
decade. This is an edited extract of an email Mr Stone
has distributed to explain why he now backs an
apology to members of the stolen generation.
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