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Mr STONE (Asian Relations and Trade): Mr Deputy Speaker, I wish to speak 

tonight about the late Dame Mary Durack who passed away in December last year. 

Dame Mary Durack achieved considerable prominence and popular recognition 

nationally and internationally. Mary's first work, a book of poetry, was published 

when she was 10. She went on to produce children's stories, poetry, a novel, plays, 

a libretto and her well-known non-fiction works, Kings in Grass Castles and Sons in 

the Saddle. 

 

Mary Durack was a gracious lady and a significant Australian author. She showed 

other women writers that it was appropriate to venture into any and every territory of 

human experience and she brought to the attention of many Australians the intimate 

details of the vast Kimberley region which her ancestors had pioneered. As a close 

friend of Aboriginal people, Mary understood the sense of attachment to place 

experienced by them and she formed many enduring and special relationships with 

Aboriginals in the Kimberleys. 

 

Dame Mary Durack's achievements were recognised with the award of an OBE in 

1966. She was made a Dame of the British Empire in 1978 and a Companion of the 

Order of Australia at a later date. She was also awarded an Honorary Doctorate of 

Letters by the University of Western Australia and was a Foundation Fellow of Curtin 

University. Mary served as Director of the Australian Stockmen's Hall of Fame, an 

outback heritage centre, where a national crafts award is named in her honour. 

 

In the direct context of the Northern Territory, Mary strongly supported the university 

publication, Northern Perspective. She was a member of the board of the university 

and, in recent years, she honoured Territorians by accepting the role of patron. Mary 

and her husband, the aviator, Captain Horace Smith, had a family of 6 children and, 



as have her surviving brothers and sisters, they have made a major contribution 

since the early pioneering days about which Mary wrote with such passion. Those of 

us who knew Mary will miss her enormously. On behalf of the Northern Territory 

community, I extend my deepest sympathy to the Durack family. 
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I would like also to acknowledge Professor Don Watts, who recently retired as 

Chairman of the Trade Development Zone Authority, and his wife, Michelle. Don and 

Michelle have returned to Western Australia where Don has been appointed to a 

position at the University of Notre Dame Australia. He will continue as Chairman of 

the Australian Space Council. I worked with Professor Don Watts in his capacity as 

Chairman of the Northern Territory Employment and Training Authority and, more 

recently, as Chairman of the Trade Development Zone Authority. Don was the 

inaugural Executive Chairman of NTETA and was instrumental not only in devising 

the model but in advocating NTETA as a possible framework for the Australian 

National Training Authority. 

 

In 1993, when I took responsibility for the Trade Development Zone, Don joined me 

again as Executive Chairman of the Trade Development Authority. In this role, he 

became a member of the Joint Policy Committee established under the 

memorandum of understanding between the Northern Territory and the Republic of 

Indonesia. In these positions, he was not only instrumental in establishing a new 

momentum for the Trade Development Zone but played an important role in 

facilitating the strategic basis for the Northern Territory's emerging economy and for 

the political and commercial links between the Territory and its neighbours in the 

Asia/Pacific region. 

 

Trained in chemistry by profession, Professor Don Watts moved from being a 

personal research professor in chemistry at the University of Western Australia to 

such positions as Director of the Western Australian Institute of Technology, Vice-

Chancellor of Curtin University and inaugural President of Bond University. Don 

played a significant role in formulating science, technology and education policy for 

both the Commonwealth and Western Australian governments, serving as a member 

of the Prime Minister's Australian Science Technology Council and of the Western 

Australian Technology Development Authority. He also served as a director of the 

National Training Board. 

 

For his work, Don was honoured by election to fellowships of the Australian 

Academy of Technological Sciences and Engineering, the Royal Australian Chemical 

Institute, the Australian College of Education, the Australian Institute of Management 

and the Marketing Institute of Singapore. Don has published extensively, not only in 

the field of chemistry but also in other cross-discipline areas in which he has worked. 

He returns to Western Australia to become Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences 



and Professor of Education and Science at the University of Notre Dame Australia. 

He is to continue his role as Chairman of the Australian Space Council and has 

accepted an invitation to join the boards of 2 Australian companies. 

 

I thank Professor Don Watts for his outstanding contribution to the Territory, both in 

his capacity as inaugural Executive Chairman of NTETA and as Chairman of the 

Trade Development Zone Authority. In particular, I would like to thank his wife 

Michelle for the way she became involved actively with our community whilst living in 

the Territory. A most graceful hostess and a great ambassador for the Territory, she 

did much to moderate the excesses of the good professor who became known 

affectionately to his friends and colleagues as 747. I wish Don and Michelle well for 

the future and know that we have 2 enthusiastic and committed ambassadors for 

Australia's Northern Territory now living in Western Australia. 
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The recent Kobe earthquake disaster has prompted a Darwin citizen, Nicholas 

Paspaley, to make a substantial donation to the relief funds being applied to assist 

the earthquake victims. The Kobe Earthquake Charity Paspaley Pearl Auction will be 

conducted in Hong Kong from 7 to 9 March this year. Paspaley Pearls and its 

associates at the pearl auction are committed to raise $US1m to be donated to the 

people of Kobe in need of assistance. The money raised will be handed officially at 

the auction to the appropriate charity in Japan by Mr Sakumitsu Kuribayashi and Mr 

Junichi Hamaguchi on behalf of the donors. Amongst other donations, the Paspaley 

Group will provide 2 large strands of South Sea pearl strands with an estimated 

value of $US500 000. Mr Paspaley has been quoted recently as saying: 

 

We have all benefited over the years in one way or another from the hospitality of the 

people and the city of Kobe. It is with great pleasure that we open our hearts 

through  

our pearl businesses to assist these people in Kobe who are in need of our help. 

 

I am pleased to support the sentiments expressed by Nick Paspaley and to 

commend him for his generosity and that of his associates and his family. 

 

The efforts of the pioneering women of the outback have not attracted the same level 

of recognition as those of the male pioneers and explorers and, in Australia today, 

there is a view that this situation should be addressed and greater emphasis placed 

on the efforts of women. However, most of the senior female battlers still alive would 

argue that they took on the bush shoulder to shoulder with their men and that, over 

time, they have been recognised for their part in civilising the outback. 

 

Mrs Kathleen Yates of Howard Springs can attest to the tough conditions prevailing 

during her childhood. Her father, Jim Fitzgerald, arrived in Australia from Ireland in 



1911. He found his way to Darwin in 1920 and married a local girl, May Wickham, 

whose family originated from Gawler in South Australia. May Wickham's 

grandmother, Mrs Collie, first came to the Territory in the early 1880s and May 

arrived in Darwin as a baby in 1904. 

 

Mr Deputy Speaker, I seek leave to have the remainder of my remarks incorporated 

in Hansard. 

 

Leave granted. 

 

As a young child, May travelled with her family to the Victoria River District where the 

family operated for a time a property known as Uandite on the headwaters of the 

Stirling River. 

This area is now part of Limbunya Station which is privately owned, but the property 

was owned by Lord Vestey for many years. Jim Wickham had a reputation as a 

tough man and  

a first-class stockman. He was one of the first drovers to take cattle down the 

Canning Stock Route. 

 

After a few years, the family decided to quit Uandite. This was a memorable trip for 

May Wickham and her sisters, Olive and Amy, with all their livestock including 

camels, horses  

and buggies. The trip took months and the family settled in Oodnadatta. 

Communications were almost non-existent so it was only when they passed through 

Alice Springs in  

1914 that they found out that Australia was  
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at war. By this time, the family had increased and there were 4 girls: Olive who later 

married Henry Farre; Amy who married Hop Monk; May who married Jim Fitzgerald; 

and Patsy,  

the youngest, who was born at Oodnadatta in 1915 and who later married Sep 

Garling. 

 

In 1917, the family went to Adelaide and caught a ship to Darwin. The Parap area 

now became the tribal area for the Wickhams. May soon grew up and, in 1920, she 

married Jim  

and soon produced her first child, Kathleen. Her brother Jim arrived later, but 

suffered an attack of cerebral meningitis and died at age 5. This was a tragedy for 

Jim and May Fitzgerald. 

 

Jim used to drive the train from Darwin to Birdum and return, overnighting both ways 

at Pine Creek. This was a long, slow journey conducted at walking pace for many 



sections but  

it gave Jim the opportunity to collect fruit and vegetables from down the track, also 

peanuts from Daly River via Katherine. Watermelons, which were growing wild 

alongside the track,  

were also collected. Jim was part of the push to have Harold Nelson elected and he 

joined the fight to get proper representation. He was locked up for disturbing the 

peace on a  

ticket of 'no taxation without representation'. 

 

Jim was very strong in the Darwin union movement. He was often described as an 

educated Irishman, but he was far from educated and was fortunate that his ability to 

read gave  

him benefits in dealing with the politics of the day. Jim bought blocks of land all over 

town and, at one time, paid 80 for 2 square miles of country at Howard Springs. 

Except for  

1 square mile, all his property was acquired by the federal government during the 

World War II. May and Jim lived near the railway workshop at Parap but, in time, 

they divorced and  

May married Ted Yates before moving to live at the 10-Mile. May was well known for 

her horse riding skills. She competed, and beat the men at most events. 

 

Kathleen Fitzgerald married Les Cavanagh who was in the permanent Army. He 

transferred interstate for a time and was an instructor at Seymour in Victoria. 

Kathleen remained  

interstate when Les was sent overseas. Sadly, he was killed in action on 6 July 1945 

by a sniper at Balikpapan in Borneo. The war finished on 15 August 1945. This left 

Kathleen  

with 3 young sons: Leslie born in 1940, Peter born in 1942 and Robert born in 1943. 

After 12 months with her aunt, Patsy Garling, in Wollongong, New South Wales, 

Kathleen  

returned to Darwin where, in 1950, she married Joe Yates. 

 

Her family by this time were back in the Territory, having returned in 1946, where 

they farmed a block on the Hudson Creek. This was a mixed farm and Kathleen's 

mother may have  

been the first milko in Darwin with the local delivery of goat's milk to the community. 

Part of Kathleen's work program included a stint working in the Darwin Hospital with 

her Aunt Patsy.  

This august building was located in Packard Street just above Doctors Gully. I can 

now understand how the gully got its name. 
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Around this time, Olive Wickham conducted boarding houses at Parap and at 



Salonika. She also operated a fish trap at Mindil Beach. Her licence cost 5 shillings 

per year. The fish  

were a ready-made menu item for the boarding houses. However, if the tide went out 

overnight, the girls, who did not really want to, had to clear the traps and take the fish 

to the  

boarding houses and clean them. This was an era of no electricity and killing your 

own chooks. Mick Paspalis used to bring the ice around. At that time, he worked for 

Felix Holmes, 

the butcher. Local transportation consisted of foot, horse or buggy, and later a car as 

they started to arrive from south. Running water at your house meant that you had 3 

taps - one 

in the kitchen, one in the bathroom and one in the yard for the garden. This was the 

time of the night cart, prior to the evolution of the flaming fury. Mr Brooker had the 

nightsoil contract  

during this time in Darwin's history. Some of Mr Brooker's family still live in Darwin. 

 

Joe Yates was born at Hillend in NSW and migrated to Darwin from Kandos where 

his father had employment in the mines. His brother Ted had earlier travelled to the 

Territory chasing  

work in the buffalo hide industry. He also worked on the first road crossings on the 

Manton and Elizabeth Rivers before moving on to a farm at Hudson Creek. Joe was 

only 16 when he  

arrived in Darwin and he worked for Keith Jessup at his grocery shop in Smith 

Street. He also worked in the government workshops before joining the Army. When 

it came to Army service,  

Joe had a charmed life. His first experience was a plane crash on take-off en route to 

the southern states for Army training. The plane broke up on impact and caught fire, 

but no one was 

hurt. Joe went on the Queen Mary to the United Kingdom and served his country in 

the Middle East, in Crete and in Greece and Papua New Guinea. 

 

When Joe returned to Darwin after the war, he, Bill Harmer and Colin Murray bought 

the bakery at Bullocky Point and named it the DX Bakery. Joe sold his share to 

Colin, who was Nella  

Richard's brother, who sold it to Joe and Nella, and it became a well-known and 

prosperous business. In 1947, Joe acquired land at the 10-Mile, next to Ken and Pat 

Litchfield and  

opposite today's Ironstone Lagoon Nursery, where he concentrated on farming 

chooks and pigs. Disaster struck in 1974 when Mr Kep Enderby resumed this land in 

the infamous  

32 square mile land grab by the Labor Party in 1974. 

 

Joe and Kathleen Yates were early pioneers. They lived a very frugal existence but 

they fed their children and survived. The Yates have been a generous mob. The late 



Max Schober  

retired and remained on their land for a number of years. In 1961, their compassion 

led to the adoption of their daughter Joanne. As farmers, the Yates had difficulty in 

finding markets  

for their produce. As poultry farmers, they also had a problem with eggs being 

dumped on the local market from Queensland. 

 

Joe was a far-sighted operator and many of his innovations were proven advances in 

his industry. Joe served his community well. He was the Chief Steward of the Poultry 

Pavilion for  

27 years. His wife served with him and, after he died in  
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1983, she went on to achieve 30 years service at what is known as the Yates 

Pavilion at the Royal Darwin Show. 

 

This true-blue Territory family has entered its seventh generation of progressive 

activity in this community. Kathleen Yates is going strong; she runs the Busy Bee 

Group and still helps  

the senior age groups in her district. She often provides transport and meals to the 

senior citizens in her area. Patsy Garling, who visited my office recently, also retains 

her youthful  

vigour and quick step. A number of closely related families live in the Northern 

Territory. They make up a considerable number of our citizens and include the 

Garling, Robson, Yates,  

Green, Pyers, Cavanagh and Uren families. I congratulate these families on their 

enduring service to our community and I extend my best wishes to those senior 

members who have  

contributed so much to our development and progress. 
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