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Flora of the Darwin Region 
 
Mr STONE (Chief Minister): Madam Deputy Speaker, the Conservation Commission 
has published the first of 4 planned volumes, Flora of the Darwin Region. This is 
quite a significant publication in that a collection of published flora of the Northern 
Territory was last prepared in 1917. Furthermore, much of the information contained 
in that document was taken from the only complete flora of Australia which was 
written in the 1860s. At that time, as members may well imagine, the data available 
on plants occurring in the Top End was very limited. 
 
Since that time, through surveys and other activities of the Northern Territory 
government herbarium, considerable information is now available, particularly on the 
area around Darwin. The new flora presents that knowledge in the form of a 
description of each species, ecological data and information on distribution and how 
to identify species. When complete, the series will cover species as far south as the 
Douglas/Daly River area, east to the boundary of Kakadu and north to include the 
Tiwi Islands. In all, it is expected that 1500 species will be included. 
 
I was delighted to launch officially the first volume of the flora, actually volume 2, at 
the recent Garden Fair at the Darwin Botanic Gardens. Volume 2 is the first to be 
published and volumes 1, 3 and 4 will be published at a later time. The book is a 
standard reference text, but no potential reader should be daunted by that fact. In 
this volume, every species is illustrated. As well as being a valuable aid to botanists 
and ecologists who require a means by which to identify plants in the region, the 
book will help students, horticulturists and naturalists who are keen on growing 
native plants. Approximately 440 species are included in the initial volume. It is a 
particularly useful publication as it covers many of the dominant trees and shrubs of 
the large areas of savanna around Darwin. These include eucalyptus, wattles and 
the pea family. 
 
I commend all those who are responsible for the preparation of the publication, 
especially the Conservation Commission botanists, Clyde Dunlop, Greg Leach and 
Ian Cowie, who wrote most of the text. It is a volume that I recommend to anyone 



with a particular interest in local native plants. Finally, I congratulate David Smith, 
president of the Friends of the Botanic Gardens, and his hardworking committee on 
the success of the Darwin Garden Fair which was held at the Darwin Botanic 
Gardens last weekend. I was very pleased to be there in my capacity as the local 
member for Port Darwin and, as patron of the Friends of the Botanic Gardens, I was 
delighted to lend my support. 
 
Mrs Padgham-Purich: Did you go along as a gardener? 
 
Mr STONE: To pick up the interjection, I did go along as a gardener. In fact, I would 
be pleased to make a copy of the book Flora of the Darwin Region available to the 
honourable member if she would like one. 


