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Christine Afianos Tennant Creek 
 
Tonight, I convey my condolences to the family of the late Christine Afianos. The 
recent death of this great lady was a sad loss, not only to her family and many 
friends, but also to the 
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people of Tennant Creek and the Territory. I share the grief of her passing because 
Chris was a dear friend whom I greatly admired. She is also a friend of and much 
admired by members of this side of the House. Indeed, it has been commented that 
Christine Afianos was a formidable friend or a formidable foe, but that there was not 
much in between. 
 
Her death in the early hours of 1 August brought sadness to all who knew her. One 
writer described her as the `Matriarch of Tennant Creek', another as the `heartbeat' 
of the town she loved so much. Christine Afianos (nee Wood) was born in Sydney in 
1928 and trained as a nurse at what was then the Paddington Women's Hospital. It 
was during her travels around Australia that she arrived in Tennant Creek in 1954, 
joining the nursing staff at the hospital. As photographs of her in those days clearly 
indicate, she was slim, youthful, blonde and beautiful and undoubtedly a centre of 
male attention in the dusty mining town. Like so many of us who caught the Territory 
bug, Chris had no intention of staying, but the character of the town and the 
friendliness of the people captured her heart and she remained there for the rest of 
her life. 
 
In those days, conditions were rough. Tennant Creek had no reticulated water and 
supplies had to be carted for household as well as garden use. Chris married Nick 
Afianos, a taxi owner/driver in 1959 and they worked hard to raise their 4 daughters. 
After Nick died in 1982, Chris bought the struggling Tennant and District Times and 
put her daughters through university. Without any prior journalistic experience but 
with a love of literature and language, she turned the newspaper into the type of 
publication every town needs to help build its community spirit. 



 
Christine worked tirelessly for the people of Tennant Creek, helping the school when 
her children were young and serving on the management board of the hospital. She 
was a foundation member of the Tennant Creek Show Society and, in fact, of most 
of the clubs and organisations in town. Through her newspaper, she continually 
supported charity events and sporting activities, and provided sponsorships. Cake 
baking and decorating was one of the talents for which she was widely renowned. 
Many weddings, birthdays and social events were enhanced by her creations as she 
filled orders from near and far. For 13 years, she was chief steward of the cookery 
section of the Tennant Creek Show. Chris used to make fly veils for local children of 
the district, a form of eye protection that became a significant part of the Tennant 
Creek and bush style for many years. Her support for Cyclone Tracy evacuees will 
never be forgotten. A woman of strong character, high principles and a warm heart, 
Chris was a mother figure to many, a friend ever willing to help those in need, and a 
confidante in whom people could place their trust. 
 
She was also a person who had a vision for the Territory and I am proud to say that 
she was a strong member and supporter of the Country Liberal Party to her dying 
day. A passionate believer in the future of the Territory, Chris became politically 
motivated with the advent of self-government and she worked hard in the CLP to 
translate her vision into reality. Chris was voted the CLP Branch Member of the Year 
a few years ago and was vice-chairman of the party's Tennant Creek branch until 
recently. While her use of the pages of the Tennant and District Times to campaign 
for CLP candidates certainly left her open to the charge of political bias, there was 
nothing underhand in the way she went about it. She was right upfront. Her well-
known views were proudly proclaimed for all to see and hear. 
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When she passed away, after cancer finally got the better of her, those who inserted 
death notices to express their high regard, affection and sorrow, filled a whole page 
in the classified section of her newspaper. What a remarkable Territorian she was. 
What a great contribution she made. I was very pleased that, on the day after I was 
elected Chief Minister, my new position took me to Tennant Creek, and I had an 
opportunity to see Christine. It was the last time that I was to see her alive. She said 
to me at that time that she would beat it. She felt that things were looking up for her 
but, very sadly, that was not to be the case. She was a straight talking, tough talking 
dame, if I could say that about her. She had a very simple approach in the way that 
she would talk to people and the way that she would give you messages if she felt 
that you were a bit down or under attack in the political arena. On a number of 
occasions, I have received a phone call from her late at night. Without the slightest 
introduction, she would simply say over the phone: `Shane, tell them to get stuffed!' 
That was the nature of the woman. She was tough and she was very much a product 
of the environment in which she lived. 
 
In 1989, on a trip through to Tennant Creek, I introduced my mother to Chris. They 
became correspondents from that time on. I convey my sympathy and that of my 
family and my colleagues to Chris's daughters Susie, Jasmin, Marina and Athena. I 
am sure that the member for Barkly, who spoke about Chris Afianos in the 
adjournment debate last night, would agree that she was a remarkable woman. I am 



very pleased to have called her my friend. Hers was probably one of the largest 
funerals that Tennant Creek has seen in a long time. Whether you were a friend or 
foe, you were there on the day. 
 


