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Status of Women | Territory Women | International Conference 

I would like to take the opportunity to update honourable members on the non-

government organisations' Beijing Forum. The Northern Territory government will be 

well represented at this important international forum which is being held in Beijing 

from 30 August to 8 September this year. The forum is the non-government 

organisations' program parallel to the United Nations' Fourth World Conference on 

Women. The 2 goals of the forum are to influence the platform of action that United 

Nations member states will adopt in Beijing and to hold a celebratory forum 

highlighting women's vision and strategy for the world in the 21st century. 

 

Honourable members will recall that, during the 1994 June election campaign, the 

Country Liberal government committed itself to Northern Territory representation. On 

behalf of the government, the Office of Women's Affairs called for expressions of 

interest through Territory-wide newspapers in February 1995. Thirty four applications 

were received and 2 Territory women, Ms Rachel McGuin and Ms Christine 

Silvester, were recommended by the interview panel and approved by the 

government. As well, several Territory government agencies will be fully or part 

sponsoring 7 Territory women to attend the forum. The Departments of Education; 

Asian Relations, Trade and Industry; Territory Health Services; Lands, Planning and 

Environment; and the Office of Women's Affairs within the Department of the Chief 

Minister will be sending representatives to the forum. 

 

The Women's Advisory Council is sponsoring 2 of its members from Alice Springs - 

Ms Suzanne Lee and Ms Christine Palmer. I will be meeting with Ms Lee prior to her 

departure and requesting that she offer a particular gift of greeting from the 

government to Mr Zhao Yu He, the Magistrate of Huairou County. I had 

the pleasure of meeting Mr Zhao in 1994 on a trade delegation I led in July 1994. 

The non-government forum is being held in Huairou County, Beijing. I understand 

that over 35 women from all over the Territory will be attending. 

 

I was also pleased to find out that 2 other Territory women will join the Aboriginal and 



Torres Strait Islander Commission's delegation of 7 women attending both the Fourth 

World Conference and the Forum in Beijing. 

 


