
When it gets down to nutting out 
the detail of the Morrison 
government’s $2bn bushfire 
recovery and reconstruction 
fund, it will be well worth 
remembering the old 
philosopher’s warning about 
those who do not learn the 
lessons of the past being 
condemned to repeat them. 

The history of reconstruction
funding from previous natural 
disasters in Australia is a potted 
one, with one constant being 
that the more complex the 
disaster, the slower the process 
of getting money out of Treasury 
coffers, past the bureaucrats and 
on to the ground where it is 
needed. 

And Australia has faced few
disasters more complex than 
what has unfolded in Victoria, 
NSW, South Australia and 
Queensland in recent weeks — 
multiple fires across four states 
affecting a diverse range of 
people and industries, causing 
maximum economic damage at 
a time of year when business 
activity should be at its height.

While the response to these
fires has had its problems, with 
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The wife of shark attack victim
Gary Johnson has told how she
desperately tried to fight off the
great white by hitting it on the tail
as it attacked him on Sunday.

Karen Milligan wrote a loving
tribute to her husband on Monday
and told The Australian how she
tried to save his life near Cull
Island off Western Australia’s
south coast.

“We were both in the water

Scott Morrison has vowed to do
“whatever it takes” to get bushfire-
ravaged communities back on
their feet, declaring the recovery
effort is more important than his
government’s budget surplus as he
announced an initial $2bn recon-
struction fund. 

The new National Bushfire
Recovery Agency will use the
money to provide grants to farm-
ers and small businesses, deliver
mental health support and rebuild
roads, bridges and telecommuni-
cations infrastructure.

The Prime Minister said the
funding, approved by cabinet on
Monday, was in addition to exist-
ing disaster payments, “and if fur-
ther funds are required, further
funds will be provided”. 

Amid a backlash over his hand-
ling of the bushfires that have
claimed 24 lives and more than
1800 homes, Mr Morrison said he
was not concerned by the impact
of the crisis on the budget, which
was forecast to go back into the
black with a $5bn surplus this year.

“The surplus is of no focus for
me,” he said. “What matters to me
is the human cost and meeting
whatever costs we need to meet.”

The federal assistance came as
Victorian Premier Daniel
Andrews announced a $50m com-
mitment to the state’s new bush-
fire recovery agency.

The commonwealth paid out
$5.6bn in assistance over six years
following Cyclone Yasi and the
Brisbane floods in 2011 — a figure
that is likely to be exceeded by the
current disaster that has razed
more than seven million hectares
across six states.

Economists said they were
unable to put a figure on the poten-
tial hit to GDP, saying the national
disaster was unprecedented.

However, Treasurer Josh Fry-
denberg revealed insurers had
already received about 6000 bush-
fire-related claims totalling nearly
$400m. He said he would work
with the insurance sector at a
meeting on Tuesday “to see what
can be done to get that money
back into people’s pockets as
quickly as possible”.

Police confirmed on Monday
that a man, 71, from Nerrigundah
became the eighth person to die in
NSW as a result of the fires.

Rain and mild weather offered
a reprieve for firefighters across
much of southeast Australia on
Monday, with 20 fires at “watch
and act” level but none requiring
emergency action. 

However, conditions are set to

worsen later in the week, with tem-
peratures in northern NSW and
southern Queensland forecast in
the high 30s to low 40s, and Vic-
toria and southern NSW facing
tougher conditions by the week-
end. With the crisis far from over,
former foreign minister Julie
Bishop added to the pressure on

the government, calling for Aus-
tralia to show greater leadership
on climate change. “Countries do
look to Australia for direction for
guidance and leadership,” she told
the Nine Network.

“We don’t have a national en-
ergy policy in this country and a na-
tional approach to climate change 
… we are part of a global effort. If a 
country like Australia fails to show 
leadership, we can hardly blame 
other nations for not likewise 
showing leadership in this area.” 

But Mr Morrison said the gov-
ernment would stick to its climate 
change policies, and would “meet 
and beat the commitments we have
made for emission reductions”.

Mr Morrison has faced a bar-
rage of criticism over his response
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Rural doctors could be recog-
nised as specialists and paid
more for some of the tasks they
perform as part of a plan to tackle
a shortage of general practition-
ers outside the capital cities.

The plan, which has won the
backing of the Morrison govern-
ment, would formally recognise
“rural generalist’’ as a new
speciality recognising the skillset
of bush GPs, who are routinely
required to deliver babies, ad-
minister anaesthesia, perform
surgery and respond to mental
health emergencies.

Out of 102,000 doctors in
general practice across the coun-
try, almost 25,000 who work in
rural and remote areas could
receive a pay boost. Medicare
rebates for accredited GPs in the
bush who performed certain spe-
cialty services could more than
double.

With doctors in such areas
mostly accepting Medicare bulk 
billed rates as their fee, a rural GP 
currently earning $109 for an 
hour assessing a patient with 
depression could receive $269 as 
a rural specialist, the same rebate 
as a psychiatrist. 

Rebates for home visits to
palliative care patients would 
jump from $65 to $161 under the 
proposed changes.

Despite 150 young doctors
accepted for rural GP training
programs annually, plus a fur-
ther 440 who self-fund their
training, intakes have failed to
keep up with demand. 

Many typically leave, after
one or two years of minimum
service, preferring better pay and
less harsh conditions in metro-
politan areas.

While the proposed rural gen-
eralist scheme is still to be fully
costed and gain approval from
Health Minister Greg Hunt, it is
at an advanced stage of develop-
ment with an application to the
Medical Board of Australia.

A joint application submitted
Continued on Page 2
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Rain came to the NSW south
coast yesterday. Weeks late and
barely enough to dampen the
scorched earth.

Power poles and trees still
smouldered on the road into
Helen and Wayne Schaefer’s
place. But it was rain, nonetheless.
A first sign, perhaps, that the fire-
storm that has laid siege to the
area will one day pass. 

As Scott Morrison called a
press conference in Canberra to
announce $2bn towards national

After the horror, raindrops of hope 
bush fire recovery, the Schaefers
were counting their blessings after
emerging intact as the fire wreak-
ed havoc around them.

Somehow they fought off the
blaze in a terrifying battle on New
Year’s Eve and saved their home
on a 260ha property on Yowrie
Road, surrounded by the Wadbil-
liga National Park about 25km
from Cobargo, which was devas-
tated in the fire.

Almost a week later and the
enormity of the rebuilding task
ahead of them is dawning. Helen,
a vet, has been busy since the fire,
shooting their own and their

neighbours’ burnt sheep and
cattle. Wayne, who was tempor-
arily blinded in the fire fight, has
just recovered his sight. 

Their friend Carol Schaefer is
homeless after her 100-year-old
house was destroyed in a fire she
said sounded like a terrible roar.

They are desperately trying to
source a caravan for Carol, 75, so
she can return to her property and
continue living independently.

Wayne’s sister Gail and broth-
er-in-law Murray, who live on the
edge of Cobargo, lost their home
but plan to build again.

Yesterday, on the charred soil

outside their property, Helen and
Wayne told of their fight for sur-
vival as the fire hurtled towards
them.

They had been prepared but
the fire came on them faster than
they had expected.

Helen had thought the fire
wouldn’t arrive until well into the
next day, and even then it was
meant only to be an embers and
grass fire.

But the fire leapt into the trees
and nobody could stop it.

About 2am, the Schaefers’
neighbour Timmy Salway —
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When it gets down to nutting out 
the detail of the Morrison 
government’s $2bn bushfire 
recovery and reconstruction 
fund, it will be well worth 
remembering the old 
philosopher’s warning about 
those who do not learn the 
lessons of the past being 
condemned to repeat them. 

The history of reconstruction
funding from previous natural 
disasters in Australia is a potted 
one, with one constant being 
that the more complex the 
disaster, the slower the process 
of getting money out of Treasury 
coffers, past the bureaucrats and 
on to the ground where it is 
needed. 

And Australia has faced few
disasters more complex than 
what has unfolded in Victoria, 
NSW, South Australia and 
Queensland in recent weeks — 
multiple fires across four states 
affecting a diverse range of 
people and industries, causing 
maximum economic damage at 
a time of year when business 
activity should be at its height.

While the response to these
fires has had its problems, with 
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Wife of shark attack victim tried to fight off great white 
when it happened, I tried to hit the
tail of the shark but it did nothing,”
Ms Milligan said.

She revealed that she and Mr
Johnson had been wearing the
personal shark deterrents central
to the McGowan Labor govern-
ment’s shark mitigation strategy. 

The state government has
spent $1m subsidising the deter-
rents, describing them as scientifi-
cally proven and preferring them
to lethal measures such as netting. 

So far about 4500 West Austra-
lians have bought the shark shields
to fix to their surfboards or to wear,
usually on the ankle. 

“We were both wearing shark
shields, but we don’t know if his
was turned on,” Ms Milligan said.

The deterrents emit an electri-
cal current that is intended to
cause the shark to spasm and turn
away at close range. 

WA’s new Fisheries Minister
Peter Tinley said the personal
shark deterrents were found to
work about nine times out of 10 but
were “not a fail-safe system”. 

“They are no different to any-
thing else we put around ourselves
for protection like a motorbike
helmet … sometimes it doesn’t
work,” Mr Tinley said.

Searchers including police
divers returned to Esperance on
Monday with what is believed to
have been Mr Johnson’s scuba
tank and some battered dive gear.
The Australian has been told
police did not retrieve Mr John-
son’s remains or a shark deterrent.

In her written tribute to Mr
Johnson, Ms Milligan described
him as a kind and gentle man who
knew the risks associated with
diving.

“He and I were at home in and
on the ocean … (we) often told
each other that if we were attacked
by a shark, that would just be un-

lucky. We were completely against
shark culling, and I still am,” she
said. “We have watched with dis-
may the reduction of fish stocks
over the years. We believed that if
fish stocks were better protected,
then the risk to people in the water
would be reduced. Gary’s vision
was to have a Marine Park in the
Esperance area.”

The Barnett Liberal govern-
ment’s 2014 shark cull was enor-
mously unpopular and sparked
massive protests. When Mark
McGowan swept to power in
March 2017 he was determined to
avoid a similar backlash. Within a

month his government came
under pressure over its non-lethal
measures, including warning signs
and a shark alert app, after a great
white killed 17-year-old Laeticia
Brouwer while she was surfing
near Esperance on April 17, 2017.

Eventually former WA fisher-
ies minister Dave Kelly relented
and announced a non-lethal
drumline trial off Gracetown in
the state’s southwest, 750km west
of Esperance. On Sunday at
9.39am, the state’s shark alert app
warned of a white shark at Cull
Island where Mr Johnson was
killed a little over three hours later.
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Shark victim Gary Johnson with his wife Karen Milligan
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the agencies involved not clear 
at times on what each other was 
doing, the phase of recovery and 
reconstruction risks becoming a 
far more difficult challenge than 
putting the blazes out or getting 
people out of harm’s way.

Contrast this with the 
response to the last substantial 
natural disaster the nation 
endured fewer than 12 months 
ago.

The monsoon event that 
produced a 700km wall of water 
covering north and northwest 
Queensland last February 
caused an estimated $5.6bn in 
social and economic damage. 
Stock losses were huge. Fully 
one-tenth of the national herd 
was lost, along with 6500km of 
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state road and about 10,000km 
of fencing.

Scott Morrison’s response 
then was swift and decisive, 
appointing Shane Stone to head 
the North Queensland Livestock 
Industry Recovery Agency to 
decide when and where $300m 
in recovery funding would be 
spent. The agency managed to 
do that job in about four months, 
with the Prime Minister himself 
attending some agency meetings
and Stone and his staff travelling 
an estimated 10,000km, 
stressing all the way that its 
guiding principle was “locally 
led, locally understood and 
locally implemented”.

It now has the national 
response to drought added to its 
responsibilities. Inspiring as that 
response seems to be, it involved 
the recovery of a discrete (albeit 
massive) area, with one state 
and a handful of local councils to 
keep informed and co-
ordinated.

As Stone said yesterday, what
he had to deal with in many 
ways was a “loss of business”. 
The fires on the other hand 
mean a “loss of THE business, 
it’s burnt to the ground”.

Stone met the head of the 
new National Bushfire Recovery 
Agency, Andrew Colvin, at the 
weekend, telling him the key to 
his job would be to “work out 
what you say yes to, work out 
what you say no to, and then do 
what you said yes to … It’s all 
about ensuring you are giving a 
hand up, not a hand out.”

It is worth remembering, too,
that the recovery from the north 
Queensland floods was not 
without fault. Six months after 
the flood waters receded, 
Townsville mayor Jenny Hill 
was still waiting for Canberra to 
release much of the $242m in 
reconstruction funding she was 
promised under existing 
Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements.
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Billionaire James Packer and
Crown Resorts have lifted their
donation to support bushfire relief
to $5m, joining a growing number
of billionaires and celebrities to
back the fire recovery effort.

Crown Resorts and the Packer
Family Foundation increased
their November pledge of $1m by
another $4m to support volunteer
fire services in NSW, Victoria and
Western Australia (states where
Crown has resorts) and to chari-
table organisations providing
relief to affected people and wild-
life nationally. 

In addition to the $1m donation
for the NSW Rural Fire Service
announced in November, a fur-
ther $1m was donated to the Vic-
torian Country Fire Authority and
$500,000 to the Western Austra-
lian Bush Fire Brigade. 

The Australian Red Cross will
receive $500,000 while $1m each 
will go to the Victorian government
fund and Wildlife Information, 
Rescue and Education Service 
(WIRES) and Zoos Victoria. 

The combined total from
billionaire philanthropists, banks,
celebrities and an LA-based model
is now $50m. 

The chairman of investment
company Thorney Opportunities,
Alex Waislitz, pledged $1m on
Monday. “I think every Australian
wants to help those affected if they
can, and I’m happy to do my bit,’’
he said.

Billionaire Anthony Pratt said
it was “up to all of us to come
together in times of crisis and lend
a hand” as he announced his fam-
ily’s foundation would donate $1m
to the Foundation for Rural and
Regional Renewal.

Westpac Group established a
$1.5m bushfire fund on Monday
and ANZ pledged $1m, $300,000
of which will go to volunteer fire
services across NSW, Victoria and
South Australia 

Commonwealth Bank said it
would donate $1m towards bush-
fire disaster relief efforts, with
$750,000 for local community
grants and a $250,000 foundation
to the Australian Red Cross.

National Australia Bank set up
a similar $1m fund on Friday to
help its customers and staff dis-
placed by the fires.

Sydney hospitality billionaire
Justin Hemmes donated
$500,000 to the NSW Rural Fire
Service after seeing first-hand the
“brave efforts of our firefighters as
they worked around the clock to
protect the communities in Berra-
ra and Narooma”.

Mr Hemmes has been on the
fire-affected south coast where he
owns two properties, one in
Narooma and one near Jervis Bay.
He said his Merivale company
would also start fundraising —
open to staff and patrons — to raise
another $500,000 for the RFS.

LA-based model and online sex
worker Kaylen Ward has report-

edly raised more than $500,000
for bushfire relief by offering nude
photos in exchange for donations.
She calls herself The Naked Phil-
anthropist on social media.

Actress Rebel Wilson auc-
tioned two lunches at the annual
Magic Millions Polo on the Gold
Coast on Sunday, raising
$100,000, and cricket legend
Shane Warne is auctioning off his
Baggy Green. 

Queensland businessman Clive
Palmer has donated the use of a
private helicopter and its pilot for
use in the bushfires disaster and is
encouraging other private aircraft
owners to do likewise.

“This aircraft and highly-
trained pilot with former navy and
army aviation experience is ready
to assist with immediate evacu-
ations, or in any capacity
required,’’ Mr Palmer said.

Real estate firm McGrath on
Sunday told its staff it would en-
courage the donation of $100 from
every sale to the Red Cross, and
the company would match each
donation, with the aim of raising
$200,000 in two months.

The Sydney Festival an-
nounced on Monday it would hold
a bushfire relief concert on Satur-
day headlined by Dan Sultan, Art
vs. Science and Regurgitator, with
all the proceeds going to the Red
Cross Disaster Relief and Recov-
ery Appeal and NSW’s WIRES. 

Comedian Celeste Barber’s on-
line fundraiser had raised $36m
from 600,000 individual donors as
of 8pm on Monday.

The contributions follow $1m
from shopping centre owner John
Gandel and his wife, Pauline, last
month to be shared among the
Australian Red Cross, Salvation
Army and St Vincent de Paul
Society.

EMILY RITCHIE

Former top cop to 
head recovery agency

The Victorian government will
spend $50m to establish a bushfire
recovery agency, to be led by for-
mer police commissioner Ken Lay,
in a bid to prepare for the fallout
from “more fires” and “longer fire
seasons” well into the future. 

The stand-alone agency, to be
called Bushfire Recovery Victoria,
will be charged with overseeing
how money is spent in the wake of
dangerous bushfires.

Victorian Premier Dan An-
drews said that unlike the authori-
ty established in the wake of the
2009 Black Saturday fires, the new
agency would be permanent and
ongoing “Because we’re going to
see longer fire seasons and we are
going to see — we should just be
honest about the fact — we’re
going to see more and more fires,
more and more damage as each
fire season comes.

“I think that means we are
going to see more and more
properties lost over time and we’re
going to be doing more and more
rebuilding,” he said.

Mr Andrews said $50m would
serve as a downpayment, with the
true cost of addressing the toll of
worsening bushfires likely to run
into the hundreds of millions. 

“It won’t be $50m, it won’t be
$500m, it will be a lot more than
that,” he said. 

“But that’s what we have to do,
we have to stand with these
communities.” 

Mr Andrews said the new agen-
cy would harness existing govern-
ment agencies to provide a
singular co-ordinated response to
help fire-affected communities as
they recovered. “It can be years be-
fore communities properly re-
cover from such devastating
bushfires,” he said. 

Two people have died in Vic-
toria and at least 200 properties
have been destroyed in the recent
fires that have devastated the
state’s northeast. 

Mr Lay said he welcomed the
opportunity to give back to the
community. 

“I hope we can make a con-
siderable difference to people in
the tragedy and catastrophe of the
last two weeks and possible for the
next months going forward,” he
said on Monday. 

Mr Lay stepped down as chief
commissioner in December 2014
after revealing that his wife, Chris,
had a serious medical condition. 

He served in the top job for
three years and was an officer for
41 years. 

He said his experience with
people in crisis had prepared him
for his new role. “I’ll draw all of my
knowledge together to make this
organisation work well for govern-

REMY VARGA

VICTORIA

They saved their town from 20m
high flames using little but garden
hoses and buckets. They ran from
house to house with no support
from firefighters, and then sup-
ported each other when it was dis-
covered one of their own had
perished.

For a week, the people of
Genoa have been isolated and
stranded, with no way out of town
and little contact with the outside
world. They had felt abandoned.

And then on Monday after-
noon, through the trees and ridges
surrounding the tiny community
that sits just inside Victoria’s bor-
der with NSW in the state’s far
eastern corner, they heard an un-
familiar sound.

They rushed out of their
homes, past the five properties
destroyed in the town and near the
historic bridge that has been lost,
and watched as an Australian
Army Taipan helicopter landed.

“No one was aware it was com-
ing,” Leanna Severs said from the

truck came “too late” on Saturday,
but that was the extent of support
given to the town until Monday.

“I was hit by the main front,”
Mr Van Der Sant said. “It towered
over my house by a good 10m to
20m in front of me. The flames
were right up to the top of the trees
in front of me and just absolutely
roared over. You could feel the
roar in your chest.

“I didn’t think I was making it
out, let alone the house.”

Using only garden hoses, buck-
ets and electric pumps running off 
the generator, he and another local 
saved his house before moving to 
his neighbours’ homes and protect-
ing tourists in the centre of town.

“We managed to save those
two houses, and then me and that
landholder went on to other
properties,” he said. “The com-
munity was … racing around to
everyone’s properties, doing what
they could to save what they
could.”

That first front last Tuesday
was the one that destroyed build-
ings around Genoa. The second
was “what really destroyed the
outlying areas”, Mr Van Der Sant
said.

“The first one, you couldn’t see
anything, and by the time you did
see flames, they were on top of
you,” he said.

“The second one, you could
hear it coming, you could see it
coming on the ridge lines. It was
just coming up in like big fire tor-
nadoes, just swirling off the ridge
lines and coming towards us.’’

Ms Severs, 24, said she had been
worried. Along with the town run-
ning low on food, water and fuel this
past week, she said her employer — 
the abalone factory in Mallacoota 
— burned down last week.

Of the food and other supplies,
locals were “making what we have
stretch between the community of
Genoa, Wallagaraugh and Wan-
garabell”, she said.

Her sister, Kayla Severs, has set
up a GoFundMe campaign to raise
$50,000 to help the town rebuild.

“This community has been for-
gotten,” the GoFundMe page says.
“This community is hurting.
Please help us rebuild our little
town that we all love so much.”

Victorian Emergency Services
Minister Lisa Neville said authori-
ties were trying to get roads open
out of Genoa as a “key priority”.

No way out: a forgotten town cut off and battling to save lives
Fears held for 
alpine heritage huts

middle of Genoa. “Everyone was
very excited that we finally had
supplies. We rushed out to see it
land and then helped get supplies
off the chopper.”

Army Lieutenant Colonel
Sharon Coates said the commun-
ity was given “the bare essentials to
get by for the next few days”.

It was a welcome relief for the
Genoa community, which was still

reeling from news that local tim-
ber worker Fred Becker was found
dead at his home in nearby
Maramingo Creek last week.

More than 20 people have been
stuck in Genoa, sharing food with
each other and trying to get to
nearby communities to help.

Among them is electrician Larz
Van Der Sant, whose pregnant
partner is in Melbourne and due to

give birth in the next fortnight.
The 24-year-old said most people
in Genoa were still in shock a week
after the first large firefront went
through the town, and days after a
second front arrived on Friday
night. Fuel, food and water have
been running low since. 

Mr Van Der Sant said a small
amount of fuel was brought in by
firefighters on Friday and a fire-

There are fears for some of the 
200 heritage-listed huts 
sprinkled across Victoria’s high 
country, after fire swept through 
the region.

Firefighters from Falls Creek
took action to protect several of 
the structures, including 
Wallace’s Hut and Cope Hut, 
wrapping them in a fire-
retardant material called 
FireStop and clearing the 
surrounded area.

While fires at the weekend 
did not hit the Falls Creek 
village, several uncontained 

blazes remain in the area.
Victorian High Country Huts

Association president Allen 
Skilton said it was too early to 
know whether other huts had 

been damaged by fire.
“It might not be for several 

weeks until we know,” he said. 
“At this stage, the priority 
remains the fires.”

Heritage-listed Wallace’s 
Hut, near Falls Creek, built by 
three Wallace brothers in 1889, 
is one of many bush huts 
constructed by cattle musterers, 
fishermen, miners, loggers, 
forest rangers and, more 
recently, ski and bushwalking 
groups that are scattered across 
the Alpine National Park. 

It has recently been restored
by Parks Victoria, with the help 
of local businesses and 
volunteers.

REBECCA URBAN

Cobargo to stay with her sister on
the afternoon of December 30 …
but Leah ended up in a dash to get
away from the fires, and it would
be two days before she would be
reunited with her parents.

By then, Wayne couldn’t see;
both of his corneas had been
burned as he fought the fire.

The dog kennel caught alight.
“That nearly did us in,” Helen said.

After buckets and buckets of
water, the kennel fire was extin-
guished, the firestorm passed and
Wayne was able to get back inside.

After the fires, Helen had to put
down 80 of her neighbour’s cattle.
“I’d texted Timmy not knowing his
father and brother were dead. I
said ‘Tim I need your permission
to be put some of your girls down’. I
knew he’d say yes,” Helen said.

“There were piles of them. The
fire had funnelled them in halfway
along the road. They were on top
of each other and over the edge of
the road in the gutter, with legs in
the air, the whole bit. We checked
every single one and shot about
another eight.”

The Schaefers know they are
the lucky ones. They still have
each other and their house.

“If there’s anything that’s been
the problem it’s because the fuel
has been building up for decades
and they just haven’t done it (haz-
ard reduction) and it’s not smart,”
Helen said. “You have to keep the
cool burns going.”

What they need now is rain. On
Monday as moisture poured from
the sky, the charred forest began
showing its first signs of new life.
Tiny shoots of green grass. 

the agencies involved not clear 
at times on what each other was 
doing, the phase of recovery and 
reconstruction risks becoming a 
far more difficult challenge than 
putting the blazes out or getting 
people out of harm’s way.

Contrast this with the 
response to the last substantial 
natural disaster the nation 
endured fewer than 12 months 
ago.

The monsoon event that 
produced a 700km wall of water 
covering north and northwest 
Queensland last February 
caused an estimated $5.6bn in 
social and economic damage. 
Stock losses were huge. Fully 
one-tenth of the national herd 
was lost, along with 6500km of 
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After the horror, raindrops of hope 
whose brother and father, Patrick
and Robert Salway, died in the fire
— would leave their property still
not fully realising the ferocity of
what was coming.

Timmy, who had up to 140 heif-
ers and cows, was preparing to
milk his dairy cows in a couple of
hours. 

“We had no idea,” Helen said.
“It wouldn’t have mattered how
many fire water bombers were in
here, it had a momentum and life
of its own.”

As fire surrounded the prop-
erty, Wayne, 55, found himself in
his ute, parked by the back stairs
just metres from his family home,
when the fire struck. He knew he
was in trouble, unable to get inside
because of the flames’ intensity.

“It was a firestorm by then,”
Helen told The Australian. “I
couldn’t even see him.”

Then Wayne spotted the fire-
fighter hose on his ute’s trailer, still
running with water.

Waiting until there was a lull in
the wind, he jumped out, grabbed
the hose and started watering
underneath and on top of the car –
worried it would blow up. The hose
would save him.

Helen, 53, had been focused on
soaking underneath the home’s
wooden veranda. She stayed close
to the house but the flames were so
close she was on the firefront.

Their daughter Leah, 18, was
meant to be safe. The family had
been preparing for a fire for weeks
and had put their fire plan in place
early. Helen had dropped Leah in

Continued from Page 1 state road and about 10,000km 
of fencing.

Scott Morrison’s response 
then was swift and decisive, 
appointing Shane Stone to head 
the North Queensland Livestock 
Industry Recovery Agency to 
decide when and where $300m 
in recovery funding would be 
spent. The agency managed to 
do that job in about four months, 
with the Prime Minister himself 
attending some agency meetings
and Stone and his staff travelling 
an estimated 10,000km, 
stressing all the way that its 
guiding principle was “locally 
led, locally understood and 
locally implemented”.

It now has the national 
response to drought added to its 
responsibilities. Inspiring as that 
response seems to be, it involved 
the recovery of a discrete (albeit 
massive) area, with one state 
and a handful of local councils to 
keep informed and co-
ordinated.

As Stone said yesterday, what
he had to deal with in many 
ways was a “loss of business”. 
The fires on the other hand 
mean a “loss of THE business, 
it’s burnt to the ground”.

Stone met the head of the 
new National Bushfire Recovery 
Agency, Andrew Colvin, at the 
weekend, telling him the key to 
his job would be to “work out 
what you say yes to, work out 
what you say no to, and then do 
what you said yes to … It’s all 
about ensuring you are giving a 
hand up, not a hand out.”

It is worth remembering, too,
that the recovery from the north 
Queensland floods was not 
without fault. Six months after 
the flood waters receded, 
Townsville mayor Jenny Hill 
was still waiting for Canberra to 
release much of the $242m in 
reconstruction funding she was 
promised under existing 
Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements.

Reconstruction a 
tough task if 
history is a guide

The Falls Creek Fire Brigade 
protects a bush hut

MARK SCHLIEBS
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Packers
take their 
donation 
up to $5m

Celeste $36m
Barber (and rising)

Crown, Packer family $5m

Westpac $1.5m

CBA $1m

NAB $1m

Pratt Foundation
& family $1m

John & Pauline Gandel $1m

Alex Waislitz (Waislitz
Foundation) $1m

ANZ $1m

Rio Tinto $1m

Justin Hemmes
(Merivale) $500,000

Nicole Kidman
and Keith Urban $500,000

Pink $500,000

The Naked
Philanthropist $500,000

Wilson Asset
Management $500,000

Atlassian $200,000

McGrath
Real Estate $200,000

Foxtel $100,000

Rebel Wilson $100,000

MAJOR DONORSFUNDRAISING

Morrison’s $2bn 
pledge to do 
‘whatever it takes’ 

ment and, more importantly, for
our community.” 

The BRV will include creating
consultation groups with local
communities, with Mr Lay saying
the solution to problems most
often lay with the people affected. 

Mr Lay applauded the state
government for having the vision
to plan for future fires, which he
said would come with increasing
ferocity.

“I thank the government for
having the foresight to do this —
this is going to be a very important
organisation in the broader emer-
gency management space,” Mr
Lay said. 

to the fires, including by some in 
fire-affected communities, after 
taking a family holiday in 
Hawaii and socialising with the 
Australian cricket team at 
Kirribilli House when the fires 
were raging. However, former 
prime minister John Howard 
said the attacks were 
“completely misplaced”. “He’s 
done all the right things, he’s 
dealt with the issue of his 
holiday and since he’s been back 
he’s hardly drawn breath,” Mr 
Howard told Sky News. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Michael McCormack said the 
assistance would help farmers 
restock, replant and rebuild. The 
package will include funds to 
draw back visitors to tourist 
towns and help restore local 
environments and affected 
wildlife. In the short term, the 
government will establish at 
least 20 “pop-up” offices in 
affected towns to support the 
delivery of payments.

People and businesses in 
affected areas will get a two-
month deferral for the 
lodgement of tax payments, 
while the government will also 
suspend debt collection 
activities for welfare recipients.

Opposition emergency 
management spokesman 
Murray Watt said Mr Morrison 
had been “slow to act” on the 
emergency, but said Labor 
welcomed the recovery funding.

Former Northern Territory
chief minister Shane Stone, who 
headed the North Queensland 
Livestock Industry Recovery 
Agency after serious flooding in 
January and February last year, 
said the recovery effort from the 
fires would be far bigger. He said 
his agency helped farmers deal 
with “loss of business”, while the 
bushfires had seen entire farms 
“burnt to the ground”.

Continued from Page 1

AFP, AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE

A military helicopter flies above the burning woodchip mill in Eden on the NSW south coast. Insets, chimneys are all that remain of an Eden home; soldiers leave Darwin to join the fight
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