
THE  head of Australia’s
drought and flood response
says it is time for a discussion
between the Northern Terri-
tory and Queensland about
lifting the border lockdown.

The NT is missing out on
millions of dollars worth of cat-
tle sales the longer its border
with Queensland remains shut.
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Recovery Agency co-ordinator
general Shane Stone QC – a
former chief minister – said
graziers in northwest Queens-
land were trying to restock
after losing 600,000 head of
cattle during the devastating
2019 flood, but the border clo-
sures made sales difficult.

Cattle can move across the
border but it’s the manpower
that has been hard to source
due to inefficient quarantine
exemption processes in the NT.

A majority of the cattle
needed are in the NT and Mr
Stone said $250 million worth
of restocking grants, matched
dollar for dollar up to
$400,000, were sitting in
Queensland Government
bank accounts waiting to be
used by flood-hit graziers. 

“We had a very low uptake
in those grants because people
are saying they can’t spend it,”
Mr Stone said. 

“The Territory is on its

knees financially … this is
money that would be coming
in and it translates into every-
thing from truckies back on
the road, to fuel, to roadhouses
having people through the
doors again.”

NT Cattlemen’s Association
chief executive Ashley Manic-
aros said the exemptions for
contractors to come in and
muster were proving a “diffi-
cult inefficient system” that
take up to “20 business days”.

Mr Manicaros said there
was an opportunity for NT
producers to capitalise on the
different market, particularly
in a time where the price per
kilo for restocking was higher
than it was to sell stock into the
live export market. 

Mr Stone said it was time
for Chief Minister Michael
Gunner to have a discussion
with Queensland Premier An-
nastacia Palaszczuk about re-
opening the borders the

moment it was safe to do so. 
A spokesman for Mr Gun-

ner said the NT takes its bor-
der security seriously and staff
were working “around the
clock” processing exemption
applications as quickly as they
could, based on urgency. 

“There is a large volume
and often further information
is required,” he said.

Ms Palaszczuk this week
said she would consider re-
opening the border with NT.
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