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Territorians

More than 80 000 Territorians go
to the polls today to choose their

government.

A total of 82 314 Territ-
orians are registered to
vote in today’s election
for 25 seats for the Legis-
lative Assembly.

This is an increase of
10 832, or 15.1 per cent, on
the March 1987 election.

The NT Electoral
Office has advised that
static polling booths will
open at 8am today and
close at 6 pm when count-
ing starts.

Mobile polling has been
under way since last
Monday in all Territory
rural electorates.

While the election is for
25 seats, the same as in
1983 and 1987, the 1990
redistribution has cre-
ated four new seats,
Greatorex in Alice
Springs, and Goyder,
Nelson and Brennan in
the Top End.

The seats of Flynn and
Sadadeen in Alice
Springs and Koolpinyah
and Ludmilla in the Top
End disappeared with the
redistribution.

The latest betting yes-
terday showed no change
on the previous market
with the CLP still quoted
odds-on favorite to win.

Darwin bookmaker
Brian Clark had the CLP
at 4-7 to win and the ALP
at 11-8 to serve its first
term in government.

The present compo-
sition of the Legislative
Assembly is 13 CLP,
seven ALP, two Nat-
ionals and three indepen-
dent conservatives.

The Sunday Territor-
ian will carry a compre-
hensive report of the
election tomorrow with a
seat-by-seat breakdown

By FRANK
ALCORTA

of results at the close of
counting and reactions
from both major parties.

WHERE TO VOTE

Arafura — Maningrida
Council Office, Nguiu
Council Office, Arnhem —
Alyangula Area School,
Angurugu Pre-School,
Ngkurr Council Office,
Brennan — Sacred Heart
Primary School, Palmer-
ston Town Council Office,
Marrara Christian School,
Casuarina — Nakara Pri-
mary School, Fannie Bay
— Parap Primary School,
Goyder — Batchelor Area
School, Berry Springs Pri-
mary School, Jabiru Area
School, Pine Creek Pri-
mary School, Taminmin
High School, Jingili — Moil
Primary School, Karama
— Karama Pre-School,
Katherine — Katherine
Open College, MacFarlane
Primary School, Tindal
Community Hall, Leanyer
— Leanyer Primary
School, Millner —
Ludmilla Primary School,
St Payls Primary School,
Nelson — Freds Pass Re-
serve Hall, Howard
Springs Community Hall,
Nightcliff — Nightcliff Pri-
mary School, Nhulunbuy —
Galiwinku Adult Education
Centre, Nhulunbuy Pri-
mary School, Yirrkala Pri-
mary School, Palmerston
— Driver High School, Port
Darwin — St Mary’s Pri-
mary School, Larrakeyah
Pre-School, Stuart Park
Primary School, Sander-
son — Anula Primary
School, Victoria River —
Katherine Town Council
Office, Wadeye School,
Wanguri — Tiwi Primary
School, Wanguri Primary
School.

£0 to polis
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®Local expert Phil Alderslade ... the poison from one of these box jellyfish could kill

600 men. Picture: LYNDON MECHIELSEN

NT jellies to
save lives

Twenty box jellyfish picked up
off Mindil Beach on Thursday
morning will wing their way to
Queensland and the United States
this week to help antivenene re-
search.

Museum of Arts and Science jellyfish

 expert Phil Alderslade regularly col-

lects samples from local waters to
warn people of the prevalence and
dangers of the creature and to gather
the poisonous tentacles for research.

‘““The research is needed to produce
an improved antivenene because the
present one does not counteract all the
poisons,”’ he said.

Mr Alderslade said the mix of toxins
included one which killed the skin,
hence permanent scarring, some which
affected the red blood cells and others
which paralysed the muscles.

As the museum coelenterates cu-
rator and co-ordinator of the Marine
Stingers Action Group, he said it was

. ridiculous that people still entered

coastal waters despite the warnings.

Disproving some popular myths, Mr
Alderslade found the jellyfish, some of
which were potentially lethal, in partic-
ularly shallow, crystal-clear water ona
glorious morning when there was not a
cloud in the sky.

‘‘Myself and my assistant walked the
length of Mindil beach in waist-deep
water and found nothing, but coming
back into the shallows, where the water
was less than knee-deep, they were
everywhere,”’ he said.

The collection from Thursday morn-
ing held a variety of sizes from 2 cm to
12 cm bodies and Mr Alderslade said
anything with a body bigger than a
cricket ball could kill a child.

He said tentacles about 60 cm long

~ could stretch a couple of metres when

swimming or once attached to some-
thing: “If you’re hit with a big one it
can kill you in two to three minutes.”’
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DID YOU KNOW?

IT°S ONLY

8 WEEKS TO CHRISTMAS

PLAN YOUR

CITY CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

Now!!!

(II’IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII’IIIIII4 :
TAKE ADVANTAGE

WEST LANE CAR PARK

PAY ONLY $1 FOR FIRST 2 HRS.
MON - FRI

FREE PARKING SATURDAY

127064v1
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CITY SHOPPING — "s0 MUCH MORE TO CHOOSE FROM"
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OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR & ADMINISTRATIVE
SERVICES

SALARY $57226

THE CHAL
As amemberofthe Senior Management Team ofthe Central Personnel Agency,
the Director will be responsible for the development and implementation of
effective human resource policies across the NT Public Service. The successful
applicant will work closely with the Directors of Industrial Relations, Equal
Opportunity and Human Resource Development within the Department, with
client departments and the union movement in promoting sound human
resource management practices within departmentsand in developing appropriate
service wide standards and guidelines.

THE PERSON

The person we are seeking will have:

* extensive proven experience in all aspects of human resource management
at a senior level,

* a strategic approach to policy formulation and implementation,

* sound interpersonal and communication skills,

» an understanding of the legislative framework, and

* the ability to lead and motivate staff.

Tertiary qualifications in a related discipline are highly desiratle. -

THE BENEFITS .
Generous recreation and sick leave benefits. Assistance with fares and removals
to Darwin.

For further information contact Sarah Butterworth on (089) 89 5483

Applications giving full details of qualifications and experience and the names,
addresses and telephone numbers of referees should be forwarded to :

Noelle Chandler
Recruitment Officer
Department of Labour

& Administrative Services
GPO Box 4371

Darwin NT 0801

Applications close two weeks after date of advertisement.

NORTHERN TERRITORY

NTAB10287 HDM MATTINGLY00893

*
DIRECTOR HUMAN RESOURCES

Chief Minister
Marshall Perron can
lay claim to being a
third-generation Terr-
itorian.

This alone gives him
a solid base of support
in an area which sees a
passing parade of itin-
erants.

A tally clerk on the
Darwin wharves before
his uninterrupted 16
years in the NT Legis-
lative Assembly, he still
has reservations about
his career in politics.

“I’'m still a tally clerk
at heart,’”’ was one of his
better lines.

In the political world
of hard knocks, he had a
‘‘knock ’em down’”’
teacher in Paul Ever-
ingham, to whom he
was deputy and treas-
urer from self-
government in 1978.

In August last year,
Mr Perron weathered
the first political storm
since ousting Steve Hat-
ton as leader of the CLP
Government in July,
1988.

Perron can tally
'his years in NT

WARWICK
STANLEY
profiles
the Chief
Minister
MARSHALL
PERRON

Mr Perron had trans-
ferred the title of his
Doctors Gully property
in Darwin at old con-
veyancing rates shortly
after Cabinet decided to
increase stamp duties
ahead of the August
Budget.

Territory Senator
Bob Collins joined local
Labor colleagues in a
hunt for Mr Perron’s
scalp, saying the trans-
fer arrangements were
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REGIST
NURSE
LEVEL 3 B

SALARY $38013
ALYANGULA, GROOTE
EYLANDT

The position is based at Alyangula, on
Groote Eylandt in the Gulf of Carpentaria,
a modem mining community with a
population of ,200.

THE CHALLENGE

The Clinical Nurse Consultant In Charge
is responsible for the overall Nursing
Management and supervision of staffat
the Community Heafth Centre. He/She
will be required to liaise with other
Health professionals, other Government
Departments, Groote Eylandt Mining
Company (GEMCO) and various
members of the Communities conceming
all Health related activities, promoting
primary health care. Promote Aboriginal
Heafth Workers as primary health care
providers. Ensure that the provision of
emergency care and first aid is carried
out effectively. Some travel by four wheel
drive vehicle and light aircraft isnecessary.

THE PERSON:

Current General Nursing and Midwifery
registration and annual practising
certificates registrable in the
Northern Territory essential. A
minimum of five vyears
postgraduate nursing experience
with demonstrated management
abilities essential. Qualification
and/or experience in Community
Health nursing and working in isolated
rural cross cuftural communities is a
definite advantage. Current Northemn

)
.....-......-'o......’.
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Territory drivers licence essential.

For further information, please contact
the Director, Nursing Services, Ms C
Ward, on (089) 870212 - reverse charges
accepted.
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Applications should be addressed to:

Regional Director
Department of Health
& Community Services
PO Box 421

Nhulunbuy NT 0881

Closing Date: Two weeks after

publication.
NTAB 10121

ABORIGINAL
POLICY
DEVELOPMENT
OFFICER

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 6
$38,397-$42,924

The Aboriginal Development and
Consultancy Branch has the responsibility
of developing and maintaining
consultation mechanisms with Aboriginal
people.
THE CHALLENGE
Itis intended that this position will provide
an opportunity for an Aboriginal person
to further develop skills while
) providing leadership to other
Aboriginal officers and
undertaking special projects
I} within the Branch.The focus of.
' these duties will relate to the
formulation of employment
policy and strategies which will
enhance Aboriginal client/useraccessto
services and the awareness of client

needs by Program Co-ordinators and

service providers.

THE PERSON

Extensive experience in and the ability

to effectively communicate with

Aboriginal people. Knowledge and

experience in employment and training

program developmentand/orindustrial

relations. Written and verbal
communication skills of a high order.

Enquiries to Heather Boulden on
80 2932,

Applications should be forwarded to:
Recruitment Officer
Department of Health

and Community Services

PO Box 40596

Casuarina NT 081 |

By no later than three weeks from date
of this publication.

TRAINEE
SCHOOL
DENTAL
THERAPIST

DARWIN

An opportunity exists for a person aged
between 17-25 years to undertake a
two year full time course at a School of
Dental Therapy in a Southem capital
city.

NTAB 1002

Preference will be given to applicants
who achieve a pass at Year| 2 in at least
four subjects (a passin English is essential,
and a pass in at least one Science subject
is desirable). An aptitude for art, drawing
or fine manipulative skills would be a
distinct advantage.

Furtherinformation regarding conditions
of service, salary etc, may be obtained by -
contacting Karen Neilsen on 227 378.

Written applications stating full name,
address, contact telephone number, date
of birth, educational qualifications and
references, should be forwarded to:

Recruitment Officer

Department of Health -

and Community Services

PO Box 40596

Casuarina NT 081 |

within two weeks of the date of this
publication.

HDM MATTINGLY 00891
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technically and legally

correct but morally and
politically wrong.

To long-term Darwin
residents, Marshall
Perron and Doctors
Gully, which he bought
in 1979 when he was

Lands Minister, are
synonymous.
The confrontation

was the most recentina
history of controversies
involving Mr Perron’s
unique tourist attrac-
tion, where visitors pay

‘to feed thousands of fish

which move in with the
tide.

The attention given to
Doctors Gully by the
media and his political
opponents ‘is ‘‘one of
those annoying things
that won’t go away,”’
Mr Perron said.
‘““There are some
people in the commun-

cheated an old man out
of his property at Doc-
tors Gully by pressing
him to sell it to me and
that I prostituted the
planning system togeta
zone change on it.

‘“They’re both untrue.

‘‘However, it’s a good
example of when you
throw enough mud,
some of it sticks in the
political world.”’

Mr Perron has spent
almost all his life in
Darwin and says it was
a job as a tally clerk on
the Darwin wharf as a
17-year-old that
changed his life and
forged his political
colors.

‘“The wharves put me
against Labor,’”’ he
said.

‘“They (the wharf
laborers) crippled Dar-
win over the most ped-
antic matters. It was
insane and pointless.”’

In the meantime, in
an area whose populat-
ion is 22 per cent Abor-
iginal, he is fighting one
of Mr Everingham'’s
fondest causes: land
rights.

Should he be elected
after today’s election,
he has a message to
take to the special
Premiers’ Conference
in Canberra next week:

‘“‘Leave land rights to
Territory administra-
tion and the Territory

‘will do it better.”

ity, sadly, who believe I
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Parliament of the
Commonwealth of Australia

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE
ON EMPLOYMENT, EDUCATION
AND TRAINING

‘“Active Citizenship”’
Revisited

On 8 March 1989, the Committee tabled a Report
entitied “Education for Active Citizenship” which
contained several Recommendations aimed at over-
coming identified deficiencies in the knowledge of
young people concerning political and parliamentary
issues, and enhancing their attitudes and skills in
relation to awareness of their rights and responsi-
bilities as citizens, and their participation in the
democratic process.

The Senate has now asked the Standing Committee
to examine the extent to which the Recommenda-
tions of the 1989 Report have been implemented
during the two-year period 1989-90.

The Committee is seeking information on aspects
of citizenship education such as those addressed by:

(1) recent policy decisions taken by education
systems

(2) new curriculum initiatives and learning re-
sources

(3) innovative programs in schools/youth organisa-
tions

(4) links between schools and education programs
run by other relevant bodies such as Councils,
State legislatures, the Australian Parliamentary
Education Office etc.

(5) initiatives in pre-service and in-service training
for teachers :

(6) any other relevant matters.

The Committee invites any interested persons or
organisations wishing to express views on any
aspect of this topic to lodge a written submission,
however brief (a short letter or a longer document
are equally acceptable) with:

The Secretary

Senate Standing Committee on
Employment, Education and Training
Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

by Monday 31st December 1990.

For further information contact the Secretary of the
Committee, Tel: (06) 277 3520; Fax: (06) 277 5706.




What can a politic-
ian do when he is com-
pared to Franken-
stein’s monster and
Mickey Mouse and his
popularity rating has
hit a low of 16 per
cent?

For an answer, con-
tact Terry Smith — the
man hoping to become
the first Labor chief
minister of the NT in
today’s election.

Since taking the ALP
reins in 1986, the former
high school teacher,
who is caricatured by
newspaper cartoonist
Col Wicking as a Frank-
enstein’s monster
lookalike, also has a
tendency to ‘‘choke’’
when he faces a micro-
phone or TV camera.

His image problems
were recently exacerb-
ated — and seized upon
by Wicking — when
Territory Greens
convenor Bob Ellis said
Mickey Mouse would
make a better leader
than Terry Smith.

But in the face of all of
these detractions, Mr
Smith, 43, is an affable
man.

His image problems
seem less important in

WARWICK
STANLEY
profiles
Opposition
Leader
TERRY
SMITH

the run-up to this elec-
tion than would have
been imagined less than
12 months ago.

‘‘People can’t help
their physical appear-
ance,” Mr Smith said
this week, ‘‘and policies
are more important
than personalities.”’

Of his tendency to
tighten up in electronic
media interviews, he
said he was working
hard to overcome the
problem.

The fruits of that
work were evident im-
mediately after Chief
Minister Marshall Per-
ron announced the elec-
tion on October 5.

Mr Smith, who had
been prepared for an
election announcement
for almost three
months, surprised the
media with his ebul-
lience.

But his confidence
could have also been
attributed to the raising
of Government and pol-
ice corruption alle-
gations by NT Nationals
leader Ian Tuxworth,
which stung the Govern-
ment two weeks before
the election was called.

After two challenges
to his leadership since
the ALP was beaten by
the Steve Hatton-led
Country Liberal Party

at the 1987 election, Mr
Smith faces his last
chance as leader.

The ALP believes the
election is there for the
taking in the wake of
what it sees as wide-
spread disenchantment
with the Government.
Mr Smith will ‘“‘carry
the can’’ should it lose.

‘A Centre-Left mem-
ber who ousted then Op-
position leader Bob Col-
lins (now Federal Min-
ister for Shipping and
Aviation Support) in a
factional struggle four
years ago, Mr Smith
entered politics in 1981.

He was a Melbourne
University graduate
who spent time over-
seas before arriving in
Darwin in 1973 to teach.

Mr Smith was secre-
tary of the NT Teachers
Federation from 1975
until he was elected to
the northern suburb
seat of Millner at his
first attempt in 1981.

‘‘Nominations opened
on the Sunday and I was
preselected on the Fri-
day,” Mr Smith said.

‘“Within three weeks
of being asked to con-
sider running for politi-
cal office, I was in Par-
liament.”’

either mouse
nor monster ...

Applications are invited from school leavers who are interested in undertaking
a traineeship at the Museum in one of the following disciplines:

Advertisement

TOM
STARR

FOR

GOYDER

He knows the needs
of the electorate.

Authorised by M Starr,
Ban Ban Springs Station, Goyder

109185v2

* Trainee Library Technician

* Trainee Technical Officer - Natural Sciences

* Trainee Professional Group - Display

A comprehensive training programme ccnsisting of academic study and on-the-

job training is offered.

Applicants must be eligible to enrol in or already be enrolled in the appropriate
course of study at the Northem Territory University. These are:

* Associate Diploma of Library Practices

» Associate Diploma of Biology/Bachelor of Science

* Bachelor of Arts (Fine Arts)

Traineeships are offered on a contract basis and employment upon graduation
cannot be guaranteed. Normal NTPS Limited Tenure Conditions of Service

apply.

Further information can be obtained from Ms Donna Hurst on (089) 824 212.

Application must be in writing to:

Perspnnel Officer

Museums and Arts Galleries
of the Northern Territory
GPO Box 4646

Darwin NT 0801

Applications close 3 |st October 990.

NTAB 2188
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DISCOUNT TOOL WAREHOUSE
GRAND OPENING SALE

DOORS BURST OPEN TODAY — OPEN SAT & SUN 9AM to 4PM

HYDRAULIC
T/BAR. CLAMP i 529 95 PORTO-POWER
BIG 4 10 TONNE BODY KIT

GREAT VALUE

QUALITY
TENSION WRENCH
V2 DRIVE
MICROM. DIAL

NOW 536

HYDRAULIC
BOTTLE JACKS
BIG 2 TONNE

NAIL BAG
DOUBLE POCKET NB2N
QUALITY LEATHER

IMPACT
WRENCH KIT
2 DRIVE

RATCHET KIT NOW g
Y2 DRIVE 95

ENGLISH
COMBINATION SET
WITH PROTRACTOR

NOW

NOwW

$99
10 ONLY
BE QUICK

now 3349

STILLSON 18"
: BUDGET PRICED

QUICK ACTION
3 F. CLAMPS
WELDING GAUNTLETS > e
16" CHROME LEATHER =
J16 ) / oo $9-50

HUNDREDS OF TOOL BARGAINS

MECHANIC'S CLEARANCE HANDYMAN CLEARANCE

100pce Tool Kit in ChestNow $339.00 Drill Set 15 pce Now $24.00 AIR
Bliers 8" Comb Now $9.00 Garden Gloves Now $1.50 MACHINE : DIE GRINDER
Pliers 8 L. Nose Now $9.00 Garden }-Iiand Tools From $2.50 § crROSS VICE 5 Vi COLL. 22,000 RPM
Hacksaw Sq Now $15.00 Lgvel ?0' {3 .only) Now $29.95 4" ; :
Screwdriver Set 7 pce Now $14.00 Trimming Knife Now $2.95 NOW , \
Socket Rails Now  $4.00 Tape 3.5m Now $3.95. 589 . : Wi
Circlip Plier Set Now $8.00  Comb SpannerSets  From $15.00
Impact Drivers Now $15.00 47 Mini Pliers . Now $7.50 QUALITY
Hammer BP 8 oz Now $6.00 CARPENTER'S CLEARANCE SOCKET SETS
Screw Extract Set Now $7.00 Tape 7.5 m Now $10.00 FROM
ROTHENBERGER

e S 477 3.00 Fibre Claw Hammer Now $17.50
.- Side Cutters 6 Now § Carp. Apron sCl Now $19.95 3/6 D A/F or MM

Chisel Roll Now $14.00
-Saw Bag-Leather Now $24.95
‘Coping Saw Now $6.50
PLUMBER'S & WELDER'S

Aviation Snips 10” Now $12.50
-Tube Cutter 32mm Now $29.00
Lock C Clamps 11" Now $14.00
Vice Grips 10” Now $9.00
Hammer BP 240z Now $15.00
G Clamps 6” Now $11.00
Leather Gloves 11” Now $2.50
Multigrips 107 Now $12.50

AIR GREASE
GUN
TAKES STANDARD
CARTRIDGE

Now 5292 50
o

$3.95

LEATHER PALM
GLOVES
MKS/10M

NO;V $49

HP SPRAY OUTFIT
INCLUDES
PROF. SPRAY GUN
HOSES
PRESSURISED 2QT POT

HP SPRAY GUN
PROF. QUALITY

~ AIR TOOL CLEARANCE

Air Duster

LP Spray Gun

Air Hammer

Shear 1.2 mm
Filter/Reg. Mini
Sander 6” Dual

Drill 3/s Cap

Impact Wrench % D
Impact Wrench 1” D
Angle Grinder 4”

3 BISHOP STREET
STUART PARK
DARWIN
PH: 81 9690

NOW

$2.00

ENGINE CLEAN GUN
POT INCLUDED

$35.00 -

$8.00
$49.00
$49.00
$99.00
$45.00

Now

Now $68.00
Now $250.00
Now $450.00
Now $175.00

Now
Now
Now
Now
Now

LONG SERIES
SOCKET SETS
TROLLEY JACK Y2 D A/F or MM
BIG 4 TONNE

NOW

$499

v 3169

PRICES VALID
TO 4/11/90
OR WHILST

STOCKS LAST

PHONE & COUNTRY
ORDERS WELCOME
WEEKDAYS 8am to 5pm
SAT & SUN 9am to 4pm

HOSE TYPE ONLY
*19
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MICHAEL MANSELL TRYING TO MEET NESOA) MANDELA

THE{ JUST SHOT
SOME WHITE GLY...

O\ PADDY! (WAKE UP,
WERE NEARL! DERE!

IDYOU SEE THAT?

»

NORTHERN

TERRITORY

ERRITORIANS go to the

polls today to decide who is
to govern the Northern Territ-
ory for the next four years.

After three weeks of cam-
paigning, no major or overrid-
ing issues have emerged.

Nevertheless Territorians are
being asked to make a choice on
two things — stable government
and economic management.

On the first it must be em-
phasised that at the end of the
day only two political parties
will be able to form government
— the Country Liberal Party or
the Australian Labor Party.

Green and other independents
and NT Nationals cannot form
government. At best, they can
hope only to influence the elec-
tion through their preferences.
At worst, a handful of them may
hold the balance of power, forc-
ing one of the parties into an
alliance.

It follows that a protest vote
for independents is really a vote
for potential instability and
trouble.

Which brings us to the next
question, the one that will deter-
mine today’s election result —

which party is best suited to
govern at this stage of the
Territory’s history?

The evidence says that the
Country Liberal Party offers a
better chance of stability and
progress than Labor.

There is no joy in this state-
ment. The CLP in the past two
or three years has patently
failed to offer Territorians a
vision of better things or to
inspire confidence in the future.
It has been indecisive and vacil-
lating when hard decisions and
steadfast resolution were
needed.

It has also run an essentially
negative campaign at a time

Stability - unexciting
but NT’s best option

when Territory voters were en-
titled to learn more about the
CLP plans for a better future.

Having said that, it must be
added that, as Federal Treas-
urer Paul Keating, admitted
recently, the CLP Government
has managed the Territory’s
finances prudently.

As a result the Territory is
better placed than almost any
State to take advantage of the
economic recovery when it
comes.

The Labor Party began the
campaign well but it fell into a
hole of its own making immedi-
ately after its launch last week.
The hole was the lack of costings
on its promises.

This is a fatal weakness. A
party that cannot get its sums
right when in opposition is most
unlikely to get its sums right
when in government.

Prepare

And since management of the
economy is the most vital issue
confronting voters today — es-
pecially after what has hap-
pened in some Labor States — it
was essential that Labor went to
the polls as a credible alternat-
ive manager.

They had almost four years to
prepare such an alternative and
they failed.

This election from the very
beginning was about the bal-
ance between two factors —
disenchantment with the CLP
against lack of trust in the
Labor Party.

The first has not disappeared
but the campaign has served
only to deepen the distrust in
Labor’s capacity to provide
sound management.

Perron interview ‘appalling’

THE ABC 7.30 Report on
Thursday night produce” a
disgusting performance fru:n
Dennis Driver, in complete con-
trast with the kid-glove treat-
ment given to Terry Smith on
Wednesday night.

Chief Minister Marshall Per-
ron kept his cool and displayed
real leadership qualities under
the travesty of what was sup-
posed to be a political interview.

The interview far from being
constructive, was complete
drivel.

Blantant political bias was so
evident that the ABC should be
renamed the LBC — the Labor
Broadcasting Commission.

The sooner the ABC is privat-
ised the better for the public and
the public purse.

It can than be supported
wholly by the Labor Party and
not from taxpayers’ funds.

W.J. (Joe) Fisher,
19 Kirkland Cres, Darwin.

AFTER months of suffering
through the 7.30 Report as
presented by Dennis Driver, the
final straw came on Thursday
night.

Mr Driver’s political bias
when interviewing Marshall
Perron hit the gutter lows.

If Mr Driver wishes to pro-
mote a political view he should
have the guts to seek preselect-
ion for a seat in Parliament.

When interviewing Terry
Smith on Wednesday he used
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‘‘kid gloves’’ but he certainly
removed the gloves when bad-
gering Marshall Perron on
Thursday.

It is high time this arrogant,
politically motivated ALP
cheer-leader was removed from
his present position and the 7.30
Report returned to a program of
balanced reporting, as we ex-
pect from a publicly-funded tele-
vision program.

Frank Dorshorst,
1009 Fazeldeen Rd, Tennant Creek.

I WATCHED with disbelief and
disgust the ABC reporter Dennis
Driver’s interview with the Chief
Minister, Marshall Perron.

The Chief Minister is to be con-
gratulated for his self-control and
patience during the interview.

Does the ABC have a policy that
their reporters follow the rules of
common decency?

Mr Driver’s technique demon-
strated on Thursday night was appal-
ling.

Ironically for Mr Driver, the
people to whom I spoke expressed
the view that, contrary to what I
perceived clearly as Mr Driver’s aim
to denigrate Mr Perron, the Chief
Minister came through the interview
well, showing self-control and
patience. 5

Mr Driver berated the Chief Minis-

ter repeatedly with questions on
substantiated and unimportant
Lumors.

No one should be publicly sub-
jected to the type of treatment Mr
Driver dealt out that night.

David Stewart,
20 Haritos St, Wanguri.

I MOST strongly object to the
absolute bias shown by Dennis
Driver in his interrogation of the
Chief Minister.

Marshall Perron handled the situ-
ation very well.

He certainly gets my vote and Iam
sure the vote of every clear-thinking
Territorian who by now must be sick
to death of this boring individual and
his Labor buddies.

J.W. Hobbs,
6/27 Lakes Cres, Northlakes.

ENNIS Driver’s interview per-

formance with the Chief Minister
Marshall Perron, was nothing short
of appalling.

In comparison with the previous
night’s show when Terry Smith was
guest, the interview was provocative
and completely biased with the sole
aim of boosting the ALP election
prospects.

The ABC needs to review its
staffing arrangements on the 7.30
Report to make it balanced and
enjoyable, locally-produced current
affairs show.

Paul R. Sims,
27 Copperfield Cres, Anula.
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THE new standards
. you have set in im-
partiality and unbiased
reporting during the
election campaign de-
serve congratulations.
You must be proud of
Frank Alcorta and his
dedication to providing
the unvarnished truth to
the people of the NT.

Is there any truth in
the rumors that there is
a brown-paper bag
bulging with CLP cam-
paign funds waiting to
be dropped on to
Frank’s desk or that
Frank has been asked to
travel to Argentina to
accept the Dr Goebbels

Award for services to

the propaganda pro-

fession above and be-
yond the call of duty?

J. Tennant,

46 Lakes Cres,

Northlakes.

RANK Alcorta’s en-

dorsement (NT
News, Opinion, October
23) of the left-leaning
legal four is amusing
but disturbing.

My understanding of
left-wing politics, what-
ever faction, is that it
involves some level of
commitment to a more
equitable distribution of
the nation’s wealth.

Surely the legal in-

dustry represents the
very antithesis of left-
wing thinking.

One would be certain
that these people could
talk up a leftish storm
but their industry would
seem to be living proof
of profit maxims
usually associated with
the right.

G. McCue,
118 Ryland Rd,
Nightcliff.

.D. JAMES (NT

News, October 25)
must have undergone a
remarkable change in
values in recent years if
he is offended by the
sight of a small elector-

al poster on a barren
piece of ground between
an ugly public lavatory
and a busy road.

A poster which, incid-
entally, had been in situ
for a fortnight before it
drew his attention.

Some of us could
more easily believe that
Lady Kearney’s obvi-
ous sincerity and
honesty were upsetting
to the old boys’ club
against the apparent
smugness of another
contender for the seat of
Port Darwin.

M. Boyd,

3/27 Packard Sft,
Larrakeyah.
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ELECTION ADVERTISEMENT

Estimates show Labor’s uncosted policies will cost
taxpayers $75340,000 extra in the first year.

That’'s $917 per taxpayer.

PROTECT OUR TERRITORY.

KEEP I.ABOR OUT




