
Drought
support for
our farmers
THE towns of Crystal Brook,
Brinkworth, Paskeville and
Balaklava will be in the spot-
light as each hosts a Drought
Community Outreach event
to offer support and advice to
communities facing a myri-
ad of challenges recovering
from drought.

National Recovery and
Resilience Agency's Shane
Stone QC, who organised
the events, said the effects of
drought were felt for years.

"From my travels through
drought-affected regions
talking to landowners, busi-
nesses and councils, I know
people are concerned that
Australians think thedrought
is over," he said.

"For many, this is simply
not the case and even if
they're experiencing good
rainfall it takes many years
to recover."

Mr Stone said the commu-
nity outreach events brought
together all levels of govern-
ment, charities, not-for-prof-
it and agricultural organi-

sations to support farmers
and rural and regional com-
munities living through the
immediate and longer-term
effects of drought.

They also provided oppor-
tunities for confidential con-
versations with groups such
as Services Australia, Rural
Business Support, Regional
Development Australia, Of-
fice of the Premier's Advo-
cate for Suicide Prevention,
and Australian Red Cross.

Rotary would also be dis-
tributing $500 vouchers to
drought-affectedhouseholds
and conducting community
well-being activities.

Events were held on Mon-
day night at Crystal Brook
and Tuesday night at Brink-
worth.

On Wednesday, Septem-
ber 8, Paskeville will host
its event at the Paskeville
Community Centre from
4pm-7pm. At 5pm, Penny
Kazla will be discussing fire
preparedness for livestock.

And onThursday, Septem-

ber 9, a similar event will be
held at the Balaklava Town
Hall from 4pm-7pm, with
Penny Kazla once again talk-
ing at 5pm on fire prepared-
ness for livestock.

Meanwhile, the Upper
North Farming Systems will
gather on Thursday Septem-
ber 9 at the Booleroo Civic
Centre for an event focused
on productive and profitable
soils and systems.

Keynote Speaker Dr Mark
Farrell, from the CSIRO,
will talk about his research
which involves interactions
between organic carbon
and nitrogen in soils, and
the importance of these on
ecosystem function and agri-
cultural productivity.

Registrations open at
8.30am for a 9am start. Main
presentations will wrap up at
5pm with a networking ses-
sion to follow.

For event registration and
membership visit www.unfs.
com.au or phone Kristina
Mudgeon 0438 840 369.

ADVICE: A series of Drought Community Outreach events are underway to offer
support and advice to communities recovering from drought. Photo: Shutterstock
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