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Ian Barker QC, prosecutor in Azaria Chamberlain trial and 
NT first solicitor-general, dies 

The lead prosecutor in the Azaria Chamberlain trial and the Territory’s 
first solicitor-general, Ian Barker QC, has died at the age of 86. 
 

ONE of the Territory’s most renowned barristers and giants of the legal profession 
has died. 

Ian Barker QC, aged 86, died last Sunday at a hospice in Berry, NSW. 

In 1961, he answered an advertisement for a solicitor to go to Alice Springs, and 
became one of only two lawyers in the Centralian town. 

Over his remarkable career in Territory and Sydney, Barker played a role in some of 
Australia’s most high-profile trials.  

 



The 1982 murder trial of Lindy Chamberlain in Darwin, Northern Territory. 

Perhaps most notably, Barker successfully led the prosecution in the Azaria 
Chamberlain case, before she was acquitted and exonerated. 

He also made history in 1981 when, for the first time in the Territory’s history, he 
served as Crown Prosecutor in a police officer’s murder trial. (The officer was 
acquitted). 

Barker moved to Darwin in 1970 and took silk in 1974. Four years later, the Territory 
was granted self-government and, at the invitation of then chief minister Paul 
Everingham, Barker was appointed as the Territory’s first solicitor-general. 

It was in this capacity that he played an important part in the creation of the iconic 
Kakadu National Park. Barker resigned from the role in 1980 and returned to 
Sydney, where he continued working as a barrister. 

Years later, he successfully acted for John Marsden in a long-running defamation 
case against the Seven Network where Marsden was wrongly portrayed as a 
paedophile. 

 
 

Ian Barker QC lawyer represented former judge Marcus Einfeld in 2007.  

Reflecting on Barker’s work, Darwin barrister John Lawrence QC described him as 
an “advocate and a maestro” of the legal profession. 

“I had the great fortune of serving my Articles under him in the 1986 Royal 
Commission into the Chamberlain convictions,” Mr Lawrence said. 



“I was exposed to the full panoply of his mastery. He was unique and by and far the 
best advocate I have ever seen. By a mile. 

“His understanding of all aspects of the law was beyond repute. He was also the 
ultimate rarity: a barrister who is both brilliant and humble. “ 

Mr Lawrence said Barker had an “obsessive commitment” to his clients’ causes. “I 
respected and admired him and learnt a lot from him,” Mr Lawrence said. “After we 
left each other’s company, I would often think when I was in trouble with my cases: 
What would Barker do here? 

“He was universally popular and admired. A man who, like some lawyers can do, 
really made a difference.” 


