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AIR MAIL :
Dear r.adam,

> With reference to your enquiry of 10 January, a little informatior on the

' Bilsten family is available in tliis library. Regerding Thomas Bilston's
trial, tire following extract appreared in the Warwick Advertiser of 19 April
1823: "William Dolman, Thomas 3ilston, James Yates and Joserh lhite, for .
burglariously breaking and entering the dwelling house of George Hewitt, at
Birmingham, and stezling thereout, one cloth coat and other articles, his
property”.
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The Forimon Church's microfiche index to parish registers was consulted, but
no recerd of baptism cculd be found for Thomas Bilston ¢.1807. Directories
of Birmingham did not include any references to his pzarents, Robert =znd
Charlotte Bilston. However, a Thomas Bilston, ironmonger, of Stafford Street,
was listed from 1815-1818, =nd a Sarah Bilston in the same business =zt the
same address from 1826E-1831. There wculd seem to be a family connection here,
since the occupation was that of Thomas's mother. It was not possible to
trace any advertisements in directories etc. The Birminghan Rate books were
also consulted for Stafford Sircet; the name Bilstcn appeared tiere from
1805-1820, but no Christian names were given. Their property had a ratezble

) value of £6 per annum, and a rate of 2/- was levied.

The Bilstcn enamelling company was founded before 1749, according tc the
Penguin Dictionary of Decorative Arts, but its name is derived from tie town
rather thzn the family who started the business. Tnere were several factories
in the Bilston and Wednesbury area. The present address is as follows:-

Bilston & Battersea Enamels,
Registered CGffice,

Barton Park,

Ilount Fleasant,

Bilstcn,

West Lidlands.

Yours faitkhfully,

Pakre\ Bo\

o Patrick Baird,
Librarian of the

Locz2l Studies Department.
Krs. G. K. Gourlay,

34 Dunn Street,

Bridgewater, 5155,
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