
Communities hit by natural disast-
ers will get support from a new
national agency tasked with help-
ing them rebuild and recover.

The National Recovery and Resi-
lience Agency received $600 mil-
lion in this week’s Federal Budget,
after being flagged in the Govern-
ment’s response to the natural dis-
aster royal commission.

The Government will put $209m
towards a new Australian Climate

Service that will bring together
data from the Bureau of  Meteorol-
ogy, CSIRO, ABS and Geoscience
Australia.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison
announced the initiatives in
Townsville last week, which has
faced cyclones and flooding in
recent years. 

Mr Morrison said the commun-
ity understood natural disasters
were part of  the cycle which could
affect their businesses, livelihoods
and homes.

“It doesn’t make the loss any
less, it doesn’t make the job any
less difficult,” he said. 

“But these are things we need to
plan more for and we need to have
the supports there when those dis-
asters come about.

“These disasters we are seeing
happen more frequently, that’s
why building our resilience is a key
plank of  our Government’s re-
sponse to climate change.”

The National Recovery and Resi-
lience Agency will be led by former

Northern Territory chief  minister
Shane Stone.

He said more focus had histori-
cally been on the clean-up phase of
a natural disaster.

“We’re really good at cleaning
up, we’re not real good on the prep-
aration,” Mr Stone said.

“So we’ve got to get better.”
The agency will fund bushfire

and cyclone proofing houses, build
levees and improve the resilience
of  telecommunications and 
essential supplies.
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