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Former Northern Territory chief minister Shane Stone has been elected as the new president of the

Country Liberal Party, as the party fights to take control of the NT government in 2024. 

The CLP elder statesman has held the role twice

before, and was also previously the president of the

national Liberal Party of Australia, between 1999 and

2005.

When asked at a press conference on Monday why the

CLP membership elected him for the role, Mr Stone

said it was because: "I know how to win."

"I've got a track record of proven winning, both at a

state and federal level," Mr Stone said.

"I took the CLP, as the chief minister, to their highest

level of electoral success in its history.

"It's time for a change in the territory."

Shane Stone has been appointed president of the Country Liberal Party.  (ABC News: Ian

Redfearn)

Key points:

Shane Stone was chief minister of

the NT between 1995 and 1999 

He has also held national roles in

the Liberal Party, and more

recently in the National Recovery

and Resilience Agency 

Mr Stone has cited the NT's

economy as the key issue heading

into the 2024 election 
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Mr Stone was the NT's CLP chief minister between 1995 and 1999, and was known for his hard stance

against Aboriginal land rights, and as a lead supporter of the NT's bid towards statehood.

As leader, he was also embroiled in heated debates; the late Gumatj clan leader and land rights advocate

Yunupiŋu once called Mr Stone a "good-for-nothing redneck" during an argument.

More recently, Mr Stone was installed by the Coalition as the coordinator-general of the National Recovery

and Resilience Agency, a role from which he was sacked by the Albanese government last year.

Opposition leader Lia Finocchiaro described Mr Stone as a "fearless and passionate Territorian".

e Country Liberal Party is the major conservative party in the Northern Territory. (ABC News: Michael Franchi)

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-03-04/disaster-recovery-chief-says-flooded-homes-should-not-be-rebuilt/100881850


Economy key issue for 2024 election

As the CLP fires up its campaign towards the August 2024 NT election, Mr Stone said he believed the key

focus should be placed on the jurisdiction's dwindling economy.

The CLP's NT parliamentary team has spent much of the past term focused on crime as its major issue,

which Mr Stone said was important, but should be placed secondary to the economy.

"At the end of the day, it's how crime reacts and responds to the economy," he said.

"The issue is the economy."

a Finocchiaro has welcomed Shane Stone's appointment. (ABC News: Che Chorley)



CLP accused of harking back to 'bygone era'

Chief Minister Natasha Fyles on Monday accused the CLP of "shuffling through a bygone era" in regards to

Mr Stone's election as party leader.

"In terms of relevance to the Territory today, we need to be forward thinking — we are a young, vibrant

community, and we need to see that reflected through our leadership," Ms Fyles said.

ime has been a big issue in the Northern Territory. (ABC News: Matt Garrick)



Mr Stone, 73, brushed off accusations his election harked back to the perception of the CLP as an "old boy's

club".

"Well, the old boys knew how to win, alright, that's pretty fundamental, isn't it?" he said.

"There's no second prize in politics, you win, or you lose.

"I was very pleased on the weekend that we have such a mix of young ones, and those not so young.

"And how is [my election] any different from Wayne Swan, who is back as the federal president of the Labor

Party … we all have something to offer."

Mr Stone is also backing the CLP rank-and-file membership's stance to vote No to an Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander Voice to Parliament.

CLP endorses two candidates for election 

At the weekend, the CLP also endorsed two candidates to run in the upcoming 2024 election.

Territorian Matthew Kerle has been chosen to recontest the seat of Blain, which is currently held by

independent MLA and former police officer Mark Turner.

tasha Fyles has criticised Shane Stone's appointment. (ABC News: Michael Franchi)
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Mr Kerle narrowly lost out to Mr Turner in 2020, who ran and won for Labor before being expelled from the

party earlier this year.

The CLP has also endorsed Clinton Howe, an army veteran and small business operator, for the seat of

Drysdale, which is currently held by Treasurer and Education Minister Eva Lawler.

Mr Stone said he didn't want candidates to be rushed out.

"You don't need to arm your political opponents with the ability to go and tear down your candidates over

a period of time," he said.

Mr Stone replaced Sean Heenan as party president, who has returned to a position as vice-president. 

The election marked the fifth CLP president in the role since February 2022. 

atthew Kerle, pictured here with family, will recontest the seat of Blain. (ABC News: Matt Garrick)
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