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FATAL ACCIDENT AT THE RAILWAY TERMINAL  

At a quarter to ten o'clock on Monday Morning John Stone was killed almost instantaneously by 

being accidentally crushed to death between the wooden buffers of two ballasting trucks. The 

body was first moved to the yard at the railway office in William Street but police took charge of 

it and placed the remains at the Terminus Hotel where an inquest was held at ten o'clock on 

Tuesday morning, before Mr. Thomas Mason Esq., Coroner. From the evidence of the principal 

witness, it appeared that the guard was hooking the first to the engine and deceased was   anxious 

to assist him, and went to hook the two trucks together. The engine was moving way slowly 

towards the trucks, not faster than it usually does. The force of the engine against the first truck 

drove that against the second and so jammed the deceased between them. The buffers of the 

trucks have not springs like the engine. Deceased was jammed as he was going in; had he got in 

between the two trucks and between the buffers, there would have been no danger. After he had 

been jammed one of the trucks receded a little and deceased moved into the middle and took 

hold off the hook. He dropped it out of his hand immediately, turned round, and lay on his right 

side underneath the trucks. He rolled about two or three times, and tried to say something but he 

could not. He was pulled out from underneath the trucks, and there was still life in him, but he 

was dying. Dr. Miller was at once sent for, and ordered him to be taken to the Hospital. The 

accident occurred from the deceased failing to pass quickly enough between the trucks, not from 

any fault on the part of any person, nor from the engine being brought up faster than usual. A 

verdict of accidental death was returned. The deceased had been in Queensland, had removed 

with his wife and five children to Melbourne, and then came on to obtain employment here. His 

wife expects soon to be confined of another child, and expressed in her letter great desire to be 

with her husband. The news of his sudden death will, under such circumstances be dreadful 

tidings to his wife and orphans - Abridged from the Chronicle. 


