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Territory left exposed to terrorists
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Cheaper power
pledge broken

Good morning.

I guess many regular readers of this column would
have expected me to talk about uranium this morning.

I seem to have done little
else all week ... but, in
fact, I want to talk about
electricity prices.

Everyone who has re-
ceived a bill in the past
fortnight or so will know
why. .

Many people have been
contacting my office to ex-
press alarm at the cost of
power so I decided to have
a look at what the Hatton
Government was doing in
this area.

When questioned about
the high cost of power the
Hatton Government im-
mediately shifts the blame
on to Commonwealth fund-
ing cuts.

However, it may interest
many of you to know that
during the last Territory
election campaign some
promises were made which
have not been kept.

The Country Liberal
Party promised a re-
elected Hatton Govern-
ment ‘“will implement a
strategy involving the in-
troduction of more flexible
pricing arrangements so
that business and domestic
consumers will be able to
achieve real and substan-
tial savings on electricity’’.

I decided to check out the
so-called flexible pricing
arrangements which would
give Territorians some res-
pite from the highest dom-
estic electricity prices in
Australia.
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According to Chief Minis-
ter Hatton’s election
pledge, the Government
would introduce an off-
peak tariff for an eight-
hour period during the
night to allow,K such ap-
pliances as air-condit-
ioners and pool filters to
operate at a ‘‘significantly
cheaper rate’’.

Upon checking with the
Power and Water Auth-
ority I was informed there
was an off-peak tariff intro-
duced but I had to use 16 000
kilowatts of power a year
or 4000 kilowatts a quarter
to qualify — and then I
would receive a paltry one
cent a kilowatt unit reduct-
ion in the cost of electricity
use between 10pm and
6am.

I inquired how much my

quarterly electricity bill
would be in dollars and
cents to reach the threshold
at which I would become
eligible for the one cent a
kilowatt reduction.

I was told it would have
to be more than $462 a
quarter — that’s more than
$38 a week.

It came as no surprise
when I was informed it was
a rare middle-income dom-
estic consumer who had
sought, let alone qualified,
for Mr Hatton’s ‘“‘real and
substantial savings’’.

But that’s not the end of
it.

The other promise was a
$50 rebate on the purchase
price of domestic air-
conditioning units.

What Mr Hatton did not
tell Territorians was that
those air-conditioners had
to be brand new.

If you have just spent
$200-$300 to buy a reason-
ably good second-hand air-
conditioner in the know-
ledge you might get a re-
bate — forget it.

The Power and Water
Authority has informed me
the rebate applies only to
units which are new and
they must be more than
three quarters horsepower.

The cheapest brand new
three-quarter horsepower
air-conditioner I could find
selling in Darwin was $539.

The second cheapest was
$599 — and I am sure you
will agree a $50 rebate
doesn’t put much of a dent
in that.

I think many of you
would be surprised to learn
charitable organisations do
not attract any form of
concession or subsidy.

I understand there are
people in the Power and
Water Authority who have
asked the Government to
consider a range of rating

charges now in operation in

southern States but these
have fallen on deaf ears.

I would suggest the Gov-
ernment immediately re-
view the situation and puts
its election pledge into ac-
tion.
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A lot has been said and
written about how crucial
and important today’s CLP
Central Council meeting at

the South Alligator is.

But crucial and important to
whom and to what?

Like so many CLP talkfests this is
often the hardest thing to discover.

Today’s is no exception.

Sure, everyone knows that angry
words will be exchanged, that a
move to dislodge some of the
‘“Young Turks”’, like the party sec-
retary John Hare and a couple of his
sidekicks, is likely to be made, that
a battle royal will be fought for the
party presidency.

But so what?

If any changes that are wrought
have no real long-term implications
for the party’s philospohy and di-
rection, why should anyone worry?

Easier

This is the dilemma in attempting
to analyse a political summit where
it is mateship, not issues, that are
dynamic.

It’s so much easier with the Labor
Party. Here the perscnality con-
flicts are structured by factions,
each with a distinctive political
philospohy and political agenda
with clear priorities.

Not so the CLP, where everyone
stands united behind the word ‘‘con-
servatism”’ as if it is some kind of
all-embracing truth which sums up
the meaning of life.

At this conference the issue at
hand is simply what manner of man
should hold aloft the party standard,
not how it will be waved.

THE BIG
PICTURE

Political Comment
by DAVE NASON

Broadly speaking the CLP can be
divided into two groups.

On the one hand there are the
parochial ‘‘Old Guard’” delegates
like Grant Heaslip, Bernie Kilgariff,
Noel Buntine and Alf Hooper, men
used to having cow dung on their
boots, who joined with others of the
same breed 14 years ago to fashion
a political party reflecting the spirit
of the Outback.

On the other are the so-called
“‘hucksters’’ — ambitious, modern,
city slicker types like Hare, Shane
Stone and Bob Brough who believe
that in politics, the ends justify the
means.

In the early days these two groups
slept together comfortably because
there was a small ruling clique
which, by sheer force of personality
and a good degree of political cun-
ning, managed to set the CLP.
agenda and there were no questions
asked.

This clique comprised former
chief minister Paul Everingham,
party secretary Barry Wyatt and
former party president Graeme
Lewis.

Everingham was the hot gospel-
ler, the voice of the party
philospohy, Wyatt organised it and

Lewis made sure there was money

to keep it alive.

Throw in some some clever sym-
bolism like a Territory flag, rail-
roads and statehood and the result

was prepared to accept that father
knew best.

But now Everingham is in Bris-
bane, the victim of a political ego
that failed to touch base in Can-
berra.

Wyatt is in Colorado paying hom-
age to his other passion — building
gold mines.

And Lewis, while still held in
respect, even awe, remains on the
party’s outer limits.

He will have observer status only
at today’s meeting.

Since their departure from the
CLP’s front line affairs the party
has become a rabble, lurching from
crisis to crisis, usually before a
drooling media.

When the mudslinging is on in
earnest today there probably will be
many who will reflect on the days of
old and wish Wyatt in particular
was back to set things right.

Stooped

Things have become so bad that
Kilgariff, former senator and the
party’s eleder statesman, has even
stooped to playing the numbers
game in a bid to establish some sort
of party stability.

In doing so he has probably killed
off any chance of moving into
Government House when Commo-
dore Eric Johnston finishes his term
as Administrator next year.

It seems a waste because what-.
ever the result of today’s bloodbath,
the party is likely to remain in the
same limbo land it is today.

Such is the price of personality

was a happy family where everyone politics.
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