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From IAN HAMILTON,
Herald State Political Reporter
WODONGA. — The 43,000 people
of the Murray River twin-centres,

Albury and Wodonga, expect to hear
big news tomorrow about their future.
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They are still slig_h"fly amazed that
their towns have beenpicked for Austra-
inland city planning

The decision should
come from the - historic
meeting at the Albury
City Hall tomorrow of
the leaders of three
governments — the Prime
Minister, Mr Whitlam;
NSW Premier, Sir Robert
Askin; and  Victorian
Premier, Mr Hamer,

The talk here is that
conference will agree:

@ To set up a single
plan: authority to de-
cide the development
pattern of the border
area.

® That land prices will
be controlled to frustrate
the most blatant specula-

TS.

® That the new-city
plan should privide for
self-contained satellite
residential districts near
the areas already devel-

oped.
Mr Hamer will press
for- cuts in phone and

telex charges for indus-

tries set up away from
their main markets — in
articular industries in

odonga and Albury,

Proposal

He will propose that
the federal government
use its tax powers to give
out-of-city industries
sbecial concessions.

On the eve of the
conference, I got opinions
from some Wodonga and
Albury residents — the
people who will be affect-
ed most.

Mr Albert: Green, 55,
who runs a shoe repair
and flower shop in the
base of Wodonga’s 110 ft.
high water tower in High
St. said: “The two towns
definitely can work to-
gether. :

“The $64 question is if
Victoria and New South
Wales can.

“Whitlam will need to
get the two states to
agree on boundaries as
the first step. :

“I think the two places
should be made into a
federal territory like the
Ac'I! ” .

Albury’s mayor, Ald.
Tom Pearsall, 49, said:
“Big development here is
a foregone conclusion,

“Its speed depends on
how much money the
gog’ernments will

Ald. Pearsall said it was
essential to ' freeze land
prices to make sure land
for home building would

be available at “a rea-

sonable ?rlce.," !
He sald the price of

home blocks in Alb

now ranged from $2500ug'
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Albury estate agent
Graham Marshall

Wodonga taxi - driver

Edmund O’Neill .
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$4000, and in the “‘l’ﬁ(’-

department” they  were
around $9000.

Wodonga  taxi dri\;%;
Mr Edmund O’Neill, 54,
said: “It’s pretty hard to
knock prosperity, particu-
larly if it means better
education for the young.

“But I would not like to
see us become a big city
a medium-size city
would suit me.

“A population of 50,000
would be better than
250,000. If it gets that big
you don’t even know the
people next door.”

Wodonga shire presi-
dent, Cr Les Stone, 53,
said: “The place is alive
with excitement.

“Everyone is thinking
“What is going to happen
to us this week’ — not ap-
ﬁrehensively but  with

opeful expectation.

Quality

“Quality of I11fe must be
foremost in our planning.

“Otherwise we will just
be duplicating the proces-
ses that have taken place
in the Sydney and Mel-
bourne metropolitan
areas.

“They have overcrowd-
ing to the extent where
the individual can lose his
identity.

“Industry ~ should be
g}:‘ced intelligently — not

phazardly as in Sydney
and Melbourne.”

Estate agent, Mr Gra-
ham Marshall, of Albury,
said there were many in-
quiries for land {n the dis-
trict from outside specu-
lators from Sydney and
Melbourne, syndicates,
private investors and de-

velopers, |

"% of these people.
are talking in terms of
hundreds of thousands of
g:imd ~— and more,” he
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