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History repeats
for ex-NT chief
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MANY felt deceived by their
own eyes last week.

Pontoons, walkways,
vessels, household
appliances and even a res-
taurant were consumed by
the Brisbane River and
dragged out to Moreton Bay
as thousands of homes were
enveloped in a brown, swirl-
ing soup.

Former Northern Terri-
tory chief minister Shane
Stone has experienced recov-
ery from Mother Nature’s
fury first hand and last week
watched the disaster unfold
from his Edward St apart-
ment building.

He said the scale of the
disaster was ‘“unbelievable”.

“We thought it was incred-
ible when we saw one pon-
toon float down the river but
when you see a hundred,
some with boats and other

things still on
them, we
knew this was
quite a disas-
ter unfold-
ing.”

Mr Stone
and his fam-
ily had a front
row view of the damage.

His daughter Madeleine
photographed a boat break-
ing from its moorings and
sinking with people still on
it, the city streets fill with
murky water and the nearby
hole left by stalled develop-
ment, Vision, become a
inner-city lake.

In the 1990s, Mr Stone led
the response and initial
rebuilding of Katherine,
after floods in 1998.

“Katherine was a town of
10,000 people but this was
unfolding in a major centre,”
he said.

“Then we had large parts
of the city without power for

Shane Stone

and mobile phone networks
stretched or went down.”

As people pick through
what can be salvaged from
their homes, he said a
priority must be placed on
rebuilding.

“I think it’s important from
a morale point of view we
don’t concede defeat to the
elements,” he said.

Mr Stone said he expected
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its mooring. Left: Vision apartment hole inundated.

the city’s flood prepared-
ness, building codes and the
handling of the disaster will
be evaluated and reviewed
by a statewide independent
commission of inquiry,
established by Premier
Anna Bligh on Monday.
The commission will be
headed by Queensland Jus-
tice Cate Holmes, deputy
commissioners Jim
O’Sullivan, and Phil

on of Margaret and Edward Sts go under. Top left: A boat ripped off
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Cummins,; an international
dams expert, delivering an
interim report in August and
its final report within 12
months.

“This is a totally necessary
inquiry, too many people
have died and too much dam-
age has been caused
throughout the state and this
must be thoroughly investi-
gated ... too many people
are crying and weeping and

without their homes.

“There’s no running away
from this, but one thing I do
believe, from what I've seen,
Queensland can be proud
and impressed by people like
(Brisbane Lord Mayor)
Campbell Newman and (Ips-
wich mayor) Paul Pissale.

“Now we need to make sure
we put in measure to do our
best to make sure there’s not
a recurrence.”
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Queensland is reeling from the worst natural disaster
in our history. Three quarters of the state has felt the
devastation of raging floodwaters and we now face an
enormous reconstruction task.

You can help make a difference by donating any amount,
no matter how small, to help Queenslanders get back

Please give generously.
Visit www.qld.gov.au/floods Queensland
or call 1800 219 028 (6am —11pm) ' Government
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